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OXFORD 


SIR, 


— 


Leena mo M.A — hoo 


HT1S Difrourſe,. which. was fo acceptable'td Tow 
from the Pulpit,comes now in all Humility from the 
Preſs to offer it felf to your further Acceptance,and 
Protefiion,and to the Pernſal of all thoſe Eearned, 
and Qrthodox men, who defired me to Fubliſh 3, as tons 
taining ſome Sober, and whoiſom' doftrines', which they 
Judged ſeaſonable for the age. I had a'mmii te fativfie my 
Selfin this Sabjett | and having by Gods bleſſing ow why 
enquiries attained to fatisfattion in them, 7 framed my Ob- 
fervations on purpoſe into a Sermon,to fes if happily 7 could 
fatisfie other mens reaſons, by the ſame Arguments, by 
which '3 had convinced my own. And beranſe the- Spirits 
of the Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets, / choſe to 
Preach it. in that Audience, where are always ſo\many Conr- 


patent and able Fudges. of Fruth and Error, and what I 
| faid on that abſewre fuhjes ( a5 Chryſoltont calls it) 
+ beem 


prog therein, F am encouraged to hope, 
that zt will yi the like Entertainment in þ- gu 
eſpectally among all ingenuvus ſpirits, who are wont to read 
with unprejudiced minds. But leſt any ſhould think,that the 
Scheme,by which I yo in this Diſcourſe were an Hypotheſis 
of my own inventing, 1 have confirmed the paſſages 5 i, 

_ A 2 which 


- The Epiſtle DepicaToRY- _.____ 
which 1 thought would be moſt ſurprizing, with good Au-" 
thorities : becauſe how planfible forever any Notions in Di- 
wvinity may be, yet they may reaſonably paſs for ſuſpeited, . 
anleſs they appear to be agreeable to the Sentiments of the 
Writers of the Oecumenical Church. To write all things 
conſonantly to Catholick Antiquity is a ſafe and excellent 
rule,and'it is for adbering to it in her Dottrine and Diſci- 
pline, that the Church o —_—_ and Her Clergy have 
been always perſecuted by the P apiſts,thoſe Pleudo-Catho- 
licks ex one bayd;and theirlyſtruments,the Anti-Prelatical 
Sefts'en the other ; and becduſe under God the Univerſities: 
are the ſupport of the Church, therefore have they been de- 
eryed for want of Learning by thoſe, aud want of Virtue 
and Religion by theſe;althongh: they have been, aw 
fruitful Seminaries of both,as any Schools, or UniverMics 
that are, or ever were inthe world. And now having acca* 
fron to ſpeak of the Vniverſities,it would be real injuſtice to 
your Merits not to let the world know, how happy ours 141 
Torr Government. I might juſtly ſpeak. great. things of Tour: 
Severity in puniſhing ef Vice,” of _—__ encoaragement 
you give to Virtue and Learning, and of your Care and Yi- 
glance both over your own Colledge , and the 6 
particularly in giving life to the Publick- Exerciſes in the. 
Schools, of which you are inall Arts:and Faculties ſo.great. 
a Fudge. It is under ſuch Governours as. Tow;that' the My: 
ſes will flouriſh inOxford, and that m——_— 3 and 
Sound Religion will always be taught therein. . And there 
fore that there may. never wart a: Succeſſion of. ſuch Vices, 
Chancellours ; as: Tou to: Govern that Famons Vierverſity,, 
nor of ſuch Learned Maſters and Scholarsg as now adorn it, 
z tht hearty prayer &f, oY i nn > 
OE STR, 
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1 Cor. xii. 4: heb 


Now there are diver oh ties of Gifts , - but the 
ſame Spirtt. | fied 


HE Diſcourſe , which [ ititend to Heal upon 
this Verſe, will oblige me towxplain the moſt _ 
obſcure, and difficult paſſages of this Chapter ; 
from the miſunderſtanding of which, and moſt 

other places of the Goſpel , -which ſpeak of the Spirit , 
and Spiritual gitts, Impoſtors on one hand, and En- 
thuſiaſts on the other have raiſed ſuch abſurd and exor- 
- bitant dotrines , as are utterly inconſiſtent , not only 
+ with the uſe and Authority of the Scriptures , but the 
Tradition of the Univerſal Church , 'the Orders of the 
 Miniſtery , and the Study of. Divinity, and by conlſe- 
uence render the Chriſtian Religion, which conſiſts of 
flich ſober and Rational Doctrines, the moſt wild, un- 
B certain, 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 
certain, and unintelligible Inſtitution that ever was in 
the world. But how groundleſs and unwarrantable the 
Enthufiaſtical Interpretations of this , and other like 
places of Scripture are, will appear from. the proceſs 
_ ofthis Diſcourſe, /in which I intend to treat ſo parti- 
cularly of .the Gifts of the Spirit , as to Jeave out no- 
thing, which may-be ſaid in ſuch a ſhort Diſcourſe.,*to 
illuſtrate ſuch an excellent Subje&t, the knowledge of 
which is a moſt Sovereign Antidote againſt the poifon 
of Enthuſiaſm, which is the Spiritual drunkenneſs, or 
Lunacy of this Schiſmatical age, and fo diſtempers the 
minds of men of the other Communions with extra- 
vagant phancies, as to make-them more-or teſs affect 
he extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , and then conceit, 

ke Poets in Religion, that they have them , and are 
inſpired. | _ | 

Thus much I thought convenient to premiſe concern- 
ing the matter and deſign of this Diſcourſe , in which 
E thall proceed according to this familiar method. Firſt, 
T intend to ſpeak of the ſeveral kinds of Spiritual gifts, 
and ſhew which ſort is mentioned in my Text. Second- 
ly, I ſhall treat of the number and variety of them , 
' and explain the nature ofcach particularigilt. Thardly, 
FE ſhall diſcourſe of the true uſe of them , and ſhew the 
reaſons , why they were- given by God to the Primitive 
Church, and not ro-the Churches of latter times. And 
Laftly, I ſhall make ſome Pratical improvement of the 
wholediſcourſe. 

Firſt then as to the kinds of theſe Spiritual grits , I. 
know my Text is often miſapplied by way of accom- 
modation to ſignifie the natural, or acquired gifts of 
mans mind, which in a Phyſical fenſe indeed may be 
called-Spiritual , . becauſe they tranſcend the Mechani- 
-cal\powers of matter , and proceed more or leſs from - 
'the rational ſoul, which is a Spiritual ſubſtance, and as 
near a-kin in nature to the Father of Spirits as the An- - 

gels, 


The. Spirit of Enthafiaſm Exorcifed. 
gels , his eldeſt Sons can be. Such gifts and endow- 
ments as theſe are Memory , Fancy , Wit, Eloquence, 
and all Organical powers, which are commonly known 
by the name of Natural parts, but more eſpecially the 
pure intellectual powers of Apprehending and Judging , 
Comparing , Ordering and Diſcourſing , many, or all of 
both which kinds ſome happy Souls poſleſs in fuch 
abundance, and perfection, as gives thein, according 
to Ariſtotles obſervation, a natural kind oi Superiority 


over their companions, and fits them to govern, or in- - 


ſtrut the world. 

But then how much ſoever ſome men may tranſcend 
others in their intelle&tual capacities , and improve- 
ments, we muſt not like the Poets, aſcribe their extra- 
ordinary gifts to an higher principle, than the nature 
of man. For the talleſt Trees are natural, as well as 
the loweſt ſhrubs ; and Gigantick Souls, as well as bo- 
dies., chow prodigious ſoever _ their ſtature may be , 
yet, like Sau/ among his brethren, they are bur men, 
'though worthy to be Princes, and differ as much from 
perſons gifted by inſpiration, as Goliah from Samſoy, 
Praxiteles and Phidias from Bezaliel and Abholiab, or 
ſtudied Linguiſts from the Apoſtles , who were inſpired 
with the gitt of tongues. 

Indeed all our parts and abilities are the gifts of God, 
who 1s the original Author of our nature, and by con- 
ſequence of all that belongs thereunto ; but the Gifts of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this Chapter, are wholly 
Supernatural, and immediately proceed from*the Spirit 
of God. Gitts that were given to advance humane na- 
ture above it ſelf, to raiſe all its Springs above their 
Fountain, and enable the bleſſed perſons afteted with 
them to ſpeak, and write, and act ſuch things, and in 
ſuch a peculiar manner, as was impoſſible for men not 
inſpired to do. | 

Theſe are the Gitts, or Graces , which the Apoſtle 

B 2 + © creats 
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treats of 'in-this; Chapter , as may be proved from, the-' 


firſt verſe , which is an Introduction to his whole dif- 


courſe. Now B rethren-Aaithrhe) ak Trevudlixar, CONCerning. 
Spiritual gifts I would not have you ignorant. Spiritual 
gifts , not fo called. from: the ſoul, or fpirit of man, , 
wherein they were as in. their ſubje&t ( for if this had 
been his meaning, he muſt not have ſaid a Trdue]mey ,. 
but x rg&y , or we Jvxz0r ) but the author:from whom 
they came 73 T1dua m24%w,, the Spirit of God, whom 
our Saviour promiſed to ſend to his Diſciples: after he 
aſcended into Heaven ; which he firſt - of all did on the 
day of Pentecoſt, when the Holy Ghoſt came down upon 
them ina mighty ruſhing wind to ſignifie the plentiful 
Inſpiration- ot the Spirit, and fat. upon them all in the 
ſhape of. ftery clover; tongues , as ſo many viſible Sym- 
bols:of the moſt * wonderful a of Inſpiration , which 
was the gift of tongues. S Wert 

But: \ a there being 'Two- Sortsot Spiritual gifts. 


29. in 1ep. az comme, and ſpecial, we muſt further proceed to enquire. 
Gor. cap. 12, | - 122% 2 OI. 


F 


which kind ofthe Two is meant'here.-  - Po 

By the common gifts of the Spirit, I mean all thofe, 
that all Chriſtians are bound to pray tor, and expect,and 
that are given by God incommon toall thoſe who ſin- 
cerely defire them , and labour after them, and that are 
neceſſary for the Salvation of the Soul. 5 

By Special gifts I underſtand thoſe , which men are 
not ordinarily bound to expe, and which, unleſs it be 
in ſome, tew circumſtances, that ſeldom happen, would 
be vanity And preſumption to beg of God, and which 


| by conſequence are not neceſſary for the Salvation of the 


Soul. | | 
Of the former. ſort are all the ſaving Gifts and Gra- 


| cesofthe Spirit: called irthe Schools, gratiz gratum fas 


cientes , Which the Spirit helps to work in mens hearts, 
as Faith, Hope, Charity, Purity, Humility, and all other 
gracious habits. of mind , which the Apoſtle _" 
| gs rutt. 


: The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm FExorcifed. 
fruit ofthe Spirit, and wherein the image of God, the 
Power of Godlineſs, and the Spirit of Chriſtianity truly 
do conſiſt. 

Of the latter ſort are all the Miraculous Unions of 
the Holy Ghoſt, called by the Schoolmen, gratiz gratis 
date, ſuchas the gift of tongues , power of working mira- 
cles , figns and wonders, the ſpirit of Prophecy, and the 
like, which are not neceſlary for the Church, but in 
certain caſes of ſpecial exigence, and which, when they 
are neceſſary, are not given, like the other, joyntly to 
all, but ſeverally to ſome. Such wonderful gifts and 
graces were thoſs , which El:as ſent down with his 
Mantle upon £E1;ſha, when he aſcended into Heaven, 
thereby prefiguring the liberal effuſion of the Spirit 
- from Chriſt upon his Diſciples after his Aſcenſion ; for as 

the Apoſtle-writes in the 4h Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
ye an When he aſcended upon high, and led Captivity 
(that 1s, Satan, Sin, and Death ) captive, he gave in like 
manner gifts 'unto men. 

'Botlrthefe ſorts of gifts agree in this, that they are 
Supernatural and freely given by God to men,andthere- 
.fore both of them are called grariz in the vulgar Latin, 
and Graces in all the- modern tongues, though for 
diſtin&tion fake the former are commonly called zee 
and the latter xzeioua)s by Divines. Bur though both 
proceed from the ſame Spirit, and ſpring from the ſame 
Fountain of Grace, yet , as I have already hinted , they 
differ in their nature, extent, and v/e. 

Firſt in their Nature : for the tormer we nothing , 
but moral vertues inſen{ibly wrought in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoft, we our ſelves co-operating therewith. 
And their proper effect is to fanQtific our nature , and 
make us like, and acceptable unto God. But the latter 
are not ofa moral nature, nor capable of moral conſide- 
ration , aF being either pure intelleftual habits, as the 

gift of Tongues, diſcerning of Spirits, &c. or elſe bo-- 
= dily 
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dily virtues, and powers , as the power of Curing di- 
eaſes, &c. to which the affected perſon contributed no- 
thing himſelf, and by which though he were made a 
more eminent man, or Miniſter , yet was he not made 
a * better Chriſtian than he was before. Therefore 
wr,omum they did not ſantifie the nature of. the perſon , on 
tamen nomina - : : 
ſcripts ſunt in Whom they were beſtow'd, nor render him in the leaſt 
Cel. Auguit. more acceptable unto God, though they were ( ſome 
nF.13% of them more eſpecially ) oſten given to ſanCtified per- 
ſons, and ſo might declare, bur not make a man good. 
I ſay they were often , but nor always given to ſanCti- 


* X07 017es 
Chriſtiani bont 
aAemones ejici- 


* Oi medouvres Wy do%1n Sh Bamionw- 
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CamifeuWus diſs precious © Oc05, oa 

Jy 5 Trd ud]e ria. Chryſoſt. in Epiſt. 
ad Rom. cap. 1. Hom. 14. 


+ Hieronym. in cap. 7. Matth.' Mn!*; 1ni75: 
ficent , &C, 


* 37 {cram (inquit) omnia Sacramenta— 
charitatem autem non habeam,nihil ſum. Ne- 
»10 ergo vobis fabnlas vendat : & Pontius 
fecit miraculum & Donatus oravit , & re- 
ſpondirt Deus ei ae Calo--Contra-iſtos, ut ſic 
loquar, mirabiliarios cautum me fecit Deus 


fied perſons: tor at * firſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. fell upon all that 
were Baptized, and Confirmed ; 
the Spirit of Prophecy was given 
to Balaam; the Power of work- 
ing Signs and Wonders, and of 
caſting out Devils was given to 
+ Faudas, as well as the rett of the 
Apoſtles ; and therefore faith our 
Saviour, Mate. 7.23. to this pur- 
pole, Many will ſay unto me in that. 
day ( that is, the day of judg- 
ment ) * Lord! Lord! have we 
not prophefied in thy name, and in 
thy name have done many wonderful 
works ? and then will T profeſs unto 
you, [ never knew you , depart from 


reus, dicens, In noviſſiimu "—__ Wc. 
Aug. tract. 13. in Evang. Joh Cyprian. 
de .unit. Ecclel. 


me ye workers of iniquity. From - 
which place 4t is evident ; that 
| Miraculous gifts are ſo far. from 
transforming the ſintul nature of man, that if they do 
not find us, they cannot make us good, nor like a ſingle 
act of Faith and Repentance , give us a Title to the 
Kingdom of God. . | | 


Then 
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Then as for their extent, the latter are not uſeful 
for all Churches , nor for the ſame Church in all con- 
ditions and ſtates ; and in the Churches where they 
were uſeful, they were, as it appears from Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory , commonly given to the Miniſters more than 
the people, to chu{dren nor at all,and feldomer to women 
than to men. Bur the Saving graces of the Spirit are 
equally uſeful for the Church in all conditions and ſtates, 
and are given as much to the people as'to their Mini- 
ſters, and to women and children , as much as to men, 
and they are never taken trom thoſe , to whom they are 
once given unleſs they negle,or abuſe them,and grieve 
the good Spirit from whom they come. 

Laſtly, As for their uſe, the Saving gifts are given 
to men tor their own , but the Miraculous gitts tor the 
goud of the Church. By Thoſe we vanquith the Devil, 
and deſtroy his Kingdom of ſin within us; by Theſe 
the Apoſtles deſtroyed his kingdom of darknels in the 
Idolatrous world : By Thoſe we glorifie God within the 
Pale of the Church ; by theſe we publiſh his Almighty 
Power and Glory to thoſe without. Laſtly , Thoſe 
make us precious in the eyes of God ;. Theſe make us 
glorious in the eyes of men. Whereupon Gitted perſons, 
as t@ppears from the 4th ch. of this Epiſt. vcr. 7. were 
often tempted by popular applauſe to pride themſcives 
intheir gitts.. For this reaſon it was, as thc Aapollic 
ſaggeſts in the 11th ver. that God divided tiigle Gitts 
to ſeveral men in ſeveral meaſures and proportiens , ac- 
cording as he knew their capacities would bear. For 
ſuch is the infirmity of humane nature, thatthe beſt of, , 
Gifted men were apt to * glorifie themſelves in their ;;,, hg as; : 
Gifts, and deſpiſe the Ungitted Miniſters of the Church, £2.44 Cor.c.12, 
For which reaſon there was given a Þ thorn in the fieſh cwqpomnte 


12vents, colaphizabatur tanquam puer —i ergo Apoſtolus potuit extoll; magnituaine revelatic- 
aum,niſi acciperet Angelum Satane, qui ſe colaphizaret--vidit Dominus quod tentarer eos ſu- 
perbia e% potentia miraculorum, Auguſt. in Pal. 130. unde ivdznniigo n wLugy near 677 Tails: 
" VnipCarnioms x) dZaus fogeats aury. Clem. ad Cor. 23. 
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to this bleſſed Apoſtle himſelf, and the meſſenger of Satan 
to buffet him, leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure 
through the abundance of revelations , which he received. 
And therctore knowing, that theſe miraculous graces 
were valuable no further , than as they were ſerviceable 
to the Church, he reproved the Cor:nthzans in the laſt 
verſe of this, and the beginning of the next Chapter for 
their immoderate ambitious deſiring of them,exhorting 
them rather to covet, and pray earneſtly for the ſaving 
graces of the Spirit, as the more deſirable gifts. 

From which compariſon , and likewiſe from the ſe- 
veral diſtributions of theſe gitts, of which he treats in 
this Chapter , it is moſt certain, that he underſtood by 
them not the ſaving univerſal, but the ſpecial miracu- 
lous gitts of the Holy Ghoſt. | For as he ſpeaks in the 
8h and 9th verſes, to one was given one Gift, to ano- 
ther another, to athird a third ;zo every man ſeverally 
to one greater to another leſs, according as God in his 
wiſdom ſaw fit. Which cannot be truly ſaid of the 
Saving Graces of the Spirit, becauſe God muſt beſtow 


them joyntly, or not at all. © God cannot given Humi- 


lity to one, Purity, or Chaſtneſs to another, and Cha- 
rity algne to a third , becauſe there is ſuch an inſepa- 


rable union and alliance among the Graces of the Hpyrit 


as Philoſophers have obſerved of Moral vertues ) that 
whers one 1s really , there all the reſt muſt be. Which, 
as I conceive, is the reaſon why the Writers of the 
New Teſtament expreſs the whole: body of PraCtical 
Divinity ſormerimes by Faith, ſometimes by Hope, 
ſometimes by Repentance, and ſometimes by Love, be- 
cauſe the combination of theſe Saving Graces is ſuch, 
that the mentioning of one implies all the reſt. 

Bur if this be not ſufficient to prave, eſpecially againſt 
Enthuſiaſts, that by Spiritual gifts in this place the mi- 
raculous ſort of them is to be underſtood, it will unde- 
niably appear from conſidering the number and variety - 


of 
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of them , of which I propoſed to Tpealt-in the ſecond 
place. -For there are diverfities of gifts , but the ſame 
Spzrt. 


: A great diverſity indeed , for the Apoſtle here pre- 
ſents us with a liſt of Nine ſorts. The Word of Wif- 
dom ; the Word of Knowledge ; Faith ; Gifts of Healing ; 
Working of Miracles; Prophecy ; diſcerning of Spirits ; 
diverſe kinds of Tongues ; and the interpretation of thoſe 
7 ongues. | - 


Firſt, The Word of Wiſdom, or the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, which is called the Wifdom of God in 
Chriſt. For as the Greeks and Romans called the Know- 
ledge of ſecret and excelfent things by the name of Phi- 
loſophy : So the Jews called 1t by the name of Choch- 
mah, or Wiſdom , which ſo often occurs in Solomons 
works. 'Andtherefore $. Paul in his Helleniftical ſtile, 
which conſiſted in writing of Hebraiſms, or Syriacifms, 
in Greek, E ically calls the 


knowledge of * Evangelical do- 
Arines and myſteries by the name 
of Wiſdom , =_ diſtinguiſheth it 
from the Wiſdom, .z. e. from the 
Philoſophy of the world, in the 
2d ch. ofthis Epiſt. 6, and 7.ver- 
ſes. Fowbeit (faith he\ we ſpeak 
wiſdom, yet not the wiſdom of this 
world, but the wiſdom of God in a 
myſtery , even the hidden wiſdom, 


* Abgoy ovpiay & Þ euſhaTtiay. Ofc. Ser- 
monem ſapientie vocat non eloquentiam ſed 
veram doffrinam , cxujus ipſe etiam divinus 
Apoſtolus gratiam acceperat,& divusJoban. 
Evangeliſta , & divus Petrus Apoſtolorum 

fummus. Neque enim potuiſſent homines piſ- 
catores,C- manu fibi vitum parantes, lite- 
raruw plane ignari conciones habere, & ſeri- 
bere , & que dicebant, & ſeriptis mandabant 


wirture maxima implere ifs a divino Spiritu 


veram {apientia m accepifſent. Theodoret. in 
2. cp. ad Corinth, cap. 12. AoZ&Cw Ingey 
Kerry 7 Oedy + Emus vuns Sopions]a.— 
{gnat. ad Smyrn. 


rhe revelation of which,God ordained before the world was, 
unto our, that 1s, unto the glory of us the Apoſtles, who 
were the firſt diſcoverers thereof. To themit was that 
the Spirit gave the Firſt Uaderſtanding and diſcovery 
of the Myſteries of God, and of the Father,and of Chriſt ; 
an whom, as our Apoftle ſpeaks, Co. 2. all the trea- 

C ſures 


T0 
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ſures:of Wiſdoga- and Knowledge were hid.  :In'him 


.they were hidden, and wrapt up, before they were un- 


folded by the Apoſtles, to whom in the x4, 15, and 16, 
Chapters of S. John's Goſpel our Saviour promiſed 
his Spirit to comfort and aſliſt them-in his. abſence , to 
reach them all the things that belonged. tothe Goſpel, 
to lead them intoalktruth, to bring to their remem- 
brance, whatſoever he had formerly taught them, and 
bear witneſs to the Truth of their Do&rine by his 
works. . Therefore the firſt, and moſt principal gift-of 
the Spirit was this , Aiy@ Zogia, the Revelation of 
the Gofpel,or the diſcovery of all thoſe excellent truths, 
the knowledge and beliet whereof is Eſſential on. our 
parts to the New and better Covenant , - which God 
hath made betwixt himſelf and man. '- This Supernatu- 
ral knowledge of the whole Counſel of Godin the Re- 
demption of the world through: Chriſt , was firſt given 
to the Apoſtles by the Inſpiration. of: the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Preached by them to.the whole:world. GivenT 
fay, to the Apoſtles, for as-weread 'of Haxeires acrrua mor, 
arverſities of gifts in. my Text: .So'in the next 


. verſe to it., we read of Naxelows Nexouer , differences 


of Adminiſtrations, that is, of Miniſteries , or Mint- 
ers to whom theſe Gifts belonged, © And therefore as 
the Apoſtle hath: put the word of W:/dom firſt in the Ca: 
talogue'of gifts.: So in the Liſt of Miniſters, whichan- 
ſwers to itin the 2874 verſe, he hath put the Apoſtles 
firſt. EE | 0t 
From wheace I. paſs to the word of Knowledge , by 
which with Dr. Zzzhefoot, and Menochius,. I under- 
ftand Prophecy properly ſo called ; or+ the revealed 
knowledge of ſecret , remote, and future things. Ot 
ſecret things , as of the mind, or will of God, or the 
thoughts of men; of remote things, as of what was 
done in other placeg; or of future -things ,. as of what 
would be done in times. to: come; / According - this 
nter- 
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Interpretation you will find, that Prophets,which holds 
the Second place in the Liſt of Miniſters , exatly an- 
ſwers to the word of Knowledge in the C——_ of Gifts. 
Tn the Church, faith he) God - hath fer firſt Apoſtles, 
Secondarily Prophets. The Spirit of Prophecy pro- 
perly ſo called had ceaſed a long time in the Fewiſh 
Church before. the coming of Chriſt ; but in the /af 
days, that is, inthe concluſion of, the Fewiſh, and be- 
ginning of the Chriſtian Church, God poured it out 
upon all fleſh, and their young men ſaw Viſions, and 
their old . men dreamed Dreams ,' according to the 
prediction of, Foe}. in the 24 chap. which .St. Peter on 
the day of Pentecoſt, when the; Spirit deſcended with 
all his Gifts , declared was fulfilled tothe Fews. By this 
renewed Spirit of Prophecy it was, that the * Prophets * As, 13-2; 
in the Church of Azzzoch had it revealed to them by the 
Holy Ghoſt, that Barnabas and Sax! ſhould be ſeparated - - 
for the work , unto which he had called them; that 
St. Peter F knew, 'that Ananias. and Sapphira lyed to 
the Holy Ghoſt ; that * 4gabus foretold the Famine in 
the days of Claudius Czfar, and the impriſonment of 
St. Paul at Jeruſalem ; that Þ Andnias knew of theCon- + as 3. 10. 
verſion of St. Paul! ; and that * St. Paul told the Cen- * *=* 27: 23, 
turion before the Shipwrack that not a man in the ſhip © 
ſhould be loſt. Laſtly, that St. Joh» wrote the Reve- 
lation in the antient Prophetick ſtyle, and that man 
others, of whom we read in F Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, + Zu{. Eccle 
foretold many ſtrange events. On 

From whence I proceed to the Third Gift, which is ©” 
called Faith, by which you are not to underſtand Tio 
&rywaror, as * Chryſoſt. calls juſtifying , or ſaving Faith, *Hom: 29. ie 
(for that was a common gift to which all Chriſtians pe ther 
had an equal title and claim ) but is Enmcivv, the Orcum. & The- 
faith of Miracles Emphartically ſo called , becauſe it was  #* #4 2 
a certain ſupernatural confidence,and aſſurance wrought 
by the Spirit in the Soul of a man, by which he was 


© A ſure 


* Alts 11.28, 


Zi, 19. : « 
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fare he could do. ſuch or ſuch Miracles,. before he at- 

tempted to. do. them. - By this fapernatural confidence, 

and. impulſe it was, that men knew, as by afign, when 

they eould work wonders, and: wherr not , and the 
greateſt Qperator , whether Prophet, or Apoſtle durft 

gever undertake to do a Miracle, but when he was af 

lured. by the Spirit he could'do it. And indeed it was 

requiſite for God by ſome ſecret preceding impreffion 

to. let the amzowinrs. oy Teachers of the Goſpel, know , 

when he would aſſiſt them , keſt they ſhould attempt to 

do Miracles when they could-not, and fo diſcredit their 

own Dodrine, and Authority, and diſhonour the 

name of God. Of this ſort of Enthufiaftical confi- 

dence, with which the Spirit filled the minds of men, 
LEE Re. - that place Ew = _— in 
= Asallo that in Math. 17. 20. Luke 17, the * 2.1. ch. of S. Matthew's Go- 
BET Cheri. hen 237 210: thel, ver. 21. Where our Saviour 
by gnodvs ey bogle "ip y the. " io, told his Diſciples; That if they 

Ne, ch Taper s 7 ao Twi, hadfaith, and doubted nof , they 
roger une rn | = Gran hal ns po! only do-what he had hos 
ts the fig-tree, but if they fhould 

fay to that mountain (upon which: they ſtood) Be thou 

removed., and caſt into the fea, it ſhould be done. And 

therefore this ſort of Faith is here put before rhe Gift of 

healing ,and working of Miracles, becauſe it confifted 

in an antecedent impulſe to do both. - 

Qr clſe by Faith is here tobe underſtood ſupernatural 

_ courage ,, and confidence, with which God was wont 

to endow the minds of all thoſe, whom he ſet upon any 

deſign, that would find oppofitions from Devits or men. 

* This fiducia, or undaunted courage iscalled in the New 
Feftament =#jvoie, which we render boldneſs, As 4. 

13,29, 3+. But by the ingenious Tranſlator of the 
Mons-teftament.it is rendered Conſtance, fermete, Liberte, 

+ More-Nevech. FZardiefſe, and it was an effte of that which the Fewi/b 
2.6.38 writers call the Spiri® of might, and as Þ ON ob- 
erves, 
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ſerves, it was always conferr'& upon the perſon com- 
miſfhaned by God atter the promiſe of zt#echa-A4n+, or 
' Ebich Immach, Go, and 1 will be with thee, Which pro- | 
miſe as it was folemnly made by God to * Moſes, Þ Fe- My ood, —_ 
remiah, and * others in the Old Teſtament : So was it as * Zzet. 3. 9. 
ſolemnly made to the Apoſtles by Chriſt in the New. 2 31-6, 8. 
Eor after his ReſarreQtion , - when he gave them Com- AG 
miſſion and Authority to Teach ; and Baptize all Na-, 
tions, he ſaid, F 4/7 power is given unto me both in Flea- iy, 10. 
ven-and Earth, Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations , particularly to. 
Baptizing them in the name of the Father , &c, and lo! mo Ws: 
Z am with you to the end of the world, Accordingly we ; 
read 1n the As of the Apoſtles, with what invincible 
reſolution and courage thoſe poor men appeared before 
the Fewsz/þ and Heathen Tribunals, and with what afto- 
niſhing prefence both of body and mind , they , and 
* other Teachers of the Goſpel, bore the nameof Feſus "47 7-13.45: 
before the- Kings, and Princes , and people: of the 
earth. . WD 

Under the Fourth miraculous Gift, which is the gift 
of Healing, is comprehended the power of Curing all 
difeaſes both of body, and * mind 
without the help of Phyſick * * 7d: jamfacultas daturpoſe — 
ehrough the alone name of Feſus 7c Here, animeam pion lo 
Chriit, as alſo the more wonder- pacem, wviolentus quietem, ferocientibus leni-. 
ful power of raiſing thedead. For *4*,—— Cyprian. Epilt. ad Donat. 
as infliting of death is uſually joyned by the Ancients 
with the power of inflicting difeaſes : So the power 
of Curing difeaſes, and raiſing the dead are ufually 
joyned togetherin theirf writings 
425 efletts of the ſame miraculous 4 Alit laborantes aliqua 1 on per ma- 
gift. Alrhough the latter alſo is nl ?/"inon coor & ſnrrefitumt, 
often reduced under the Fifth furrexerunt perſeverirunt nobiſcum anni 
mita culous gift . *Eyepyh wed], Auy- Ne bb. 2. c, 57. vid. Euſcb. lib. . 
rducoy , Which we tranſlate work- Do 


ing of Miracles; under which is comprehended the 
. power 


C 
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power of working ſigns and wonders in the Heavens , 
of ſilencing, and caſting Devils both out of Men , and 
Oracles, of inflicting death, as the Prophet did on the 
Captains of Fifties, and:their Companies, and St. Pe- 
ter upon Ananias and his wife. Laſtly, the power of 
inflicting Diſeaſes on the bodies of tncorrigible ſinners, 
as Paxl did upon Elymas the Sorcerer, which in this, 
and the firſt of his Epiſtles to 7imorhy, is called the deli- 
vering pp to Satan by Excommunication, and perhaps 
alſo the power of filling the Souls of contumacious ſin- 
ners, with ſupernatural horrour , and agonies, Which 
when they are but natural are worſe to be endured , 
than the moſt intolerable bodily pains. IND 

By Prophecy 1s not onieebond: the gitt of Prediftion, 
or knowing remote, and future events. But firſt, the 
gitt of Preaching or expounding the Scriptures by In- 
ſpiration, in which ſenſe it is faid in the 4th verſe of 
the .117h.chap. every man Praying or Propheſying, that 
is, Praying and Preaching with his head covered diſho- 
noureth his head. In this ſence Inſpired Preachers are 
called Prophets in the 14th chap. of this Epiſt. ver. 29. 
Let the Prophets (faith he) ſpeak two, or three at a time, 

and let the reſt hear, and judg. Accordingly Nebia the 

Ms Hebrew word for a Prophet is often rendred in the 

1 106 on Chaldee Tranſlation by * Saphra, and F Meturgeman 

'22 Which ſiggifies Teacher, and Interpreter, in which 

ſence the Preachers in the Church of Corinth were my 
properly called Prophets, who Preached, and expound- 
ed the Holy Scriptures by Inſpiration from the Holy 
Ghollt. 

Or elſe Prophecy may be taken, as it often is in the 
Old, and New Teſtament, for Praiſing of God by in- 
ſpired Hymns and Pſa!ms. For inſpired perſons did uſu- 
ally ſpend their Enthuſiaſm in compoſing of Hymns, and 
Spiritual ſongs : which is the reaſon we read of ſuch a 
great number of Divine Poets , or Pſalmiſts _—_ 

the 
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the Hebrews, as Moſes, David, Aſaph, Heman, Feduthur, 
and the reſt. Hence it is that we read 1 Sam, 10. of a 
company of Prophets, who came down trom an high 
place Propheſying , Singing ( faith the * Paraphrait © 
with Pſalteries, Tabrets, Pipes and Harps. And both in 
that, and the 19th chap. where. $a: :5 ſaid to have Pro- . 
pheſied among the Prophets ; the Paraphraſt plainly 
faith he Sang, or Praiſed God. And according to both 
theſe ſenſes of the word Prophecy you find Pſalms, and 
Doctines among the gifts of the Spirit in the 147þ. 
chap. of this Epilt. and the 26 verſe. | 

But thirdly,Prophecy is put here not only for Preach-- 
ing, and Praifing God by Inſpiration, but alſo for Pray- 
ing unto hum in pablick Aſſemblies by Þ Inſpired Prayers. + Mz; 4 74- 
For in the Apoſtles time there was a Miraculous gift of Ty ax» iv 
Praying as well as Preaching , when the Spirit uſed to } "A £50 


—— Porro” 


ſeize upon the aord of men 1n publick., and afte&t them «ns cum 4is 


* p11 205 


, : | omnibus dons 
in ſuch an extraordinary way as to make them pray for ne 


ſuch rhings, and in'fuch a due manner, as in thoſe times, gorum, quod & 
when as yet the Church had compoſed no Liturgies , ipfum fpiritus 

ag, J d dicebatur, go 
perſons not Inſpired could not do. 


qui praditus e- 

GR rat pro plebe 
univers2 preces fundebat. Auandoquidem enim multa eorum, que novis conducunt, ignaremays, 
& que minime conducunt poſtulemus, acceſſit donum precum ad unum aliquem eorum., qui quad 
communiter univerſe Eccleſie conducebat, id ipſe pro omnibus ſtans poſtularet,rum alios edocerer. 
Spiritum. igitur hic yocat tum.donum tale, tum animam eam, quz donum id {uſciperet, quegue 
apud Deum intercederet ac gemeret. Qui enim hujuſmodi gratis dignatus eſt,is mngnd cum ani- 

* mi compunTione.ſtans, multisq; cam gemitibus mente :1t:em eoram Ded proſiratus que omnibus 
conducunt petit, cujus & nuncSymbolum eſt Miniſter pro populo preces Deo oferens, Hoc 72t- 
tur Paulus ſentiens dixit, iple ſpiritus intercedir pro nobis geritibus inenarrabilibus. Chryſ; in 
8p. ad Rom. c. 8: Hom. 14 To the ſame purpoic ipeaks 7h2oph. and Occrtmen. upon the place, 


In this ſenſe it was, that the Apoſtle ſaith that the 
Spirit. ( or gift of the Spirit * helper ovr tifirmities: 
And that the Spirit , or * Inſpired 3-:ſon, maketh in- * Mew? 8 


C no 5 P . 7 "as 7 Pr 
terceſſion tor. us evaſuois dacaimis, With wmmutterable FM rele 
wr a: rUSS@s tu]6 9 
AVE UATINGS avJewnC — nam magna cum compun Fi one tabat ſpirituals ille homo, &” multis 
gemitibus, cujus hudie fignum eſt Djaconus tans intentas ſupylicationes pro popula effunideus. 
Theoph, in locum. . . 


ftgits 


-  Grammaire 


T6 The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 

». Erie jip- fighs and £r0ans. LI (faith _—_— Spirit helpeth 
ſum immiſcuir Our infirmities, for * we know not what we ſhould pray for 
ne ſermo odio- (Or in what manner) as we ext, but the inſpired man 
fur videatsr. makerh interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot 
loum  beexpreſſed. Which groanings were the effect of thoſe 

ſapernatural raptures , and Enthuſiaſms, with which 
the Spirit filled the Souls of theſe Inſpired Orators, 

LL. often moving them withal to Pray in unknown tongues. 
Phra o. Which S. Pau/ Emphatically calls praying by the ſpirit, 
me cum pre- in oppoſition to:praying intelligibly, or * with the un- 
peftione. San derſtanding , as you may ſeein the + 14tb<chap. of this 
Shiopy. in @Epift. the 14 and 15 verſes, which the Enthuſiaſts of 
gram. philoſ. this age have ſo perverted, and abuſed. This Gift 
ViLnte  Aboveallothers was looked upon as a ſingular pledge of 
+ Chryſoft. & Gods. favaur, and as a Seal by which he own'd the 
Theopb. mee. Chriſtians to be his adopted Sons. And therefore in the 

8rh chap. of the Epiſtle to the Romans , the Apoſtle 

calls it the Spirzt of Adoption,whereby they were moved 

* 7; loewm, tO 'cty Abba Father. A name as S. * Chryfoft. 

and 7heophyl. obſerve , by which the Fews 'were no 

where found to call upon God inPrayer, although they 

called God F Father, by way of 

x _ot On. Peg LE acknowledgement and confeſlion, 
x. 8. 9: Hixit R. Hibs , beari you O Iſrael! and therefore the Spirit MOV1 

coram quo purificamini ; & quis purifcat the Chriſtians to invoke God by 

7 Pare ef qu fin Ei, 1's th ame of Father, as our Savi- 

Sorra cap. 9. 15. Foſtquam predixit furs: Our had diretted his .Difciples 

of was py _ — addreſs themſelves unto him 

{tro xe; 6 Cablis? ads bis #bz cn before 7 did thereby bear witneſs 

petuntur. with their Spirits, that they 

were the Sons of God, I pray 

mark what I fay upon the Authority of S. Chry/off. 

who aſlerts that the Jews were nowhere found to invoke 

God by the name of Father, 

7 Fon th Os wich rc which guuſt be * reſtrained 0 tho 

Father , particularly in that bens Prayer, Old Te eſt ament and the _— az 

| where 
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where from Abraham to the Mac- 
cabeans we find none that calls 
upon him in Prayer by the name 
of Father,which makes this Great 
mans notion very probable, that 
the Chriſtians firſt invoked God 
by that title, being thereunto 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt , who 
thereby declared to the unbelie- 
ving Jews,that they were theSons 
of God, and his heirs, and co- 
heirs through Jeſus Chriſt. But 
then faith he , as it were correct- 
ing himfelf, if they did call.God 


Father in' their devotions , they . 


didit , + oixcia; Aravdiag, of their 
own proper motion , whereas the 
Gifted Chriſtian Orators did it, 
#0)" mrevudlinins evegyeids uvimuiucr by 


the Spiritual Energy of the Holy 


7 

which is ſtiled ( becauſe it contains Eighteen 
ſmall prayers) Jy MINDY and men- 
tion whereof is made in the Miſhna | tra&ar, 
ae Beneaitionibus FYDYAA Cap. 4. 3. Ram- 
ban Gameliel dicit qualibet die orare debet 
quiſquam ofodecim preces,] one of thoſe 
prayers beginneth JPY JIwWT 
ITAINMNS fac nos revertere Pater nofter ad 
legem tuam. Tyrn us our Father unto thy 
Law. Another Prayer for the bleſſing of the 
{caſon of the year, which particularly is cited 
inthe Mina in the ſame traQt.cap.5.2.begin- 
eth NY WWY2 9252 WAR WAA 
Bleſs us, our Father, in all the works of our 
hands. In the days zppointed for penitence 
which af 10 days, and ro ſome” 40 before 
the day of atonement, there are many pray- 
ers,which begin JJD9H 1 DN our Father, 
our King. But though this title of Father 


| be now found in the Prayers of the Jews, yet 


it is very probable that they being under a 
ſervile diſpenſation very rarely preſumed to 
addreſs themſelves unto God by that familiar 
appellation , till they ſaw that the Chriſtians, 
who reproached them as bonamen to the law, 
came with ſuch freedom to the throne of 

Grace. | 


Ghoſt, and there was as ſenſible a difference (faith he) 
between calling God Father from thoſe two principles, 
as between ſpeaking in acquired tongues,and tongues by 
Inſpiration, or healing by Phyſick, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; whereot the. latter carried along with 
them a viſible divine impreſs, and therefore the Spirit 
which moved the Chriſtians to cry * 444a Father in * p,,,1,u; 
theirdevotions might wellbe called the Spir7? of adoption. ipſe teſtimoni- 


which thereby bore witneſs with their Spirits that they 


were the ſons of God. 


um dicit dows 
- quod datum eff 
nobus : non enine 


. 05 Abba ſona- 


mus fine teſte & a nobis ipſts, vernm paracleti deuum eſt, & ipſe docuit nos per ſpiritum, id eff, 
donum, {ic loqui in orationibus, Theophyl. Rom, 8. 16, See Gal. 4.6. 


From whencel paſs to the diſcerning of Spirits, which 
was as uſeful a gift asany of the reſt. For as in Egypr 
Satan: raiſed up Fannes and Fambres, and other Magici- 

-..D 


ans 
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ans to contend with Moſes 16 working of Miracles : $o 
in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity he raiſed up ſeve- 
ral Conjurers, and Magicians, who as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
in his firſt Epiſtle to 7zmotby , Came after the working of 
Satan with all power,andfigns,and lying wonders;of whom 
| eur Saviour propheſying in the 2.4th chap. of S. Matthews 
Goſpel faid,that they ſhould ſhew great figns,and wonders, 
gn vp and deceive if it were poſſible the very * Ele, that is, the 
Dew. 1. 6.ang * Church it ſelf. They had power from the Devil (as 
14, 2: and 26.j 9, Fohyplainly faith, Rev. 13.14. and 16. 14. ) to work 
13.81 3-72. Hens and wonders in the dir; to ſpeak diverſe Languages; ' 
2..9. Col. 1.13. © > | a pe SUAges; 
Rev. 2. 9. and £O foretel Plagues and Storms ; to tell what was done 
5.19. Marth. at @ diſtance; to make fire come down from Heaven ; 
+5" .- tovomit flames; to walk and fly in the air, andcaſt our 
Devils by 2 compa with Bee/zebub their Soveraign 
Prince. And all theſe things'they did to confront the 
Miracles and inyalidate the Authority of the Apoſtles , 
and confirm this Anti-chriſtian doQtringe, which was 
a contradiction to their Goſpel , that Feſas was not 
Chriſt, For this reaſon they are called 1n the fore-cited 
places Antichriſt, and falſe Prophets, and there were 
"uw many of them, both Fews and Genrzles, as Simon 
alled Magus , Elymas the Sorcerer , the ſeven ſons of 
Sceva the Few, and many more not mentioned 1n the 
Scriptures, as Borchozhdah , and Apollonius Thyangas , 
who aped our Saviour , as Pharaohs Sorcerers unutated 
Moſes, in as many Miracles as he could do, and was the 
Prince of all the Devils Apoſtles, and the greateſt Ma- 
gician, that ever deceived the world. 
God therefore in compaſſion to the ſtate of the Primi- 
tive Church inſpired the Governments in all places with 
a ſupernatural Sagacity todiſcern theſe Sazarical ſpirits, 
and diſtinguiſh their works from thoſe of the Spirit of 
God. Oneofthe principal rules, which the diſcerners of 
Spirits gave to the Church whereby to try the Spirits, 
was this:. that every Spirit, which wrought Miracles 


to. 
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. to prove that Feſus was the Chriſt , was of God ; but 
every Spirit, thar wrought wonders to prove, that he 
was not Chriſt, or that another was the Chriſt , was 2 
lying Spirit, that Spirit of Antichriſt, which our Savi- 
our toretold his Diſciples ſhould come, and which was 
in the world in the time of S. John , as you may read 
in the place I cited betore, as alſo in his 2 Epiſt. ver. 7. 
Conformably to this S. Paul in the verſe before my text, 
' hays down the fame infallible rule that no man that cal- 
lth Feſus Anathema, as many Infidels and Apoſtates 
did , can ſpeak by the Spirit of God. Another rule 
whereby to try the Spirits was ſubmiſſion, and obedi- 
ence tq the Governours of the Church. We are of God : 
(faith S. John, x Ep. 4.6.) he that knowerth- God heareth us; 
he that is not of God heareth not us:hereby we know the ſpirit 
of truth, and the ſpirit of error. And If any man among 
you (faith S. Paul. x Cor. 14- 37. ) pretend to be a Pro- 
phet or inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt,as a fign that he is truly 
Jo,let him acknowledge,that the things Twrite unto you are 
the Commandments of God, I queſtion nor, but they had 
other teſts beſides theſe, by which to try the ſpirits, as 
that every ſpirit which wrought ſigns ro confirm any 
doQrine, which was inconſiſtent with a pure and peace- ,. , ... 
able life, or the ſober uſe , and rules of moral reafon, ,5*; Ts wt 
muſt needs be a Diabolical, Pſeudo-prophetical ſpirit, as Powater,6.5 
I think I could demonſtrate, If I had bur time. 7 grins g2ts 
From whence I come to ſpeak of the two laſt kinds , 92» Zvdius 
viz. of the * Gift of Tongues, and which was as won- #25*14lo 
derful as that, the gift of Tvterpreting thereof, To the X57 16% 
underſtanding of which be pleaſed ro take notice that Cor. 2. 
' thepift offtrangetongues was uſually accompanied with +5. is 
| ſuch ſtrong Enthuſiaſms, and Raptures, thatthe affeQed 52 rivicar- 
perſon could not uſe his underſtanding in an ordinary 7% iriew 3 
way, ſoas to Þ interpret, and explain his inſpirations in ;5yam. 
the audience'to which he ſpoke ; which was the reafon- Cry: #: 
that the ſpirit did: uſually reveal to * others , who _ Ps 
D 2 ; 
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| by and underſtood not the inſpired Languages, the mat- 


< a d. Pp 


7] iT&7w lence of the Enthuſiaſm had forgot. Which latter Gift, 
Sere29 Chryſ. 
?X 1 Cor,12.10. 


Theſe are the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt , 

which as it appears from the 28. ver. of this chap. God 

gave to the difference of Miniſteries, or Miniſters, 2. e. 

to the Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers,. Helps, and Govern- 

ments of the Primitive Church.To the 7eachers,z.e.to the 

more profound and ſolid ſort of Doctors, who anſwered 

to the Scribes in the Synagogue, and. wholly devoted 

themſelves to Preach,and expound the Scriptures, which 

was an excellent Gitt, or Talent, and always eſteemed 

+4... the moſt uſeful way of inſtruQtion ( eſpecially of the 

T5220 2527* + Jews) in the Primitive Chriſtian Church. * To the 

230 Helps, 1.e.to the helpers, or aſſiſtants, ſuch as the Evan- 

geliſts were to the Apoſtles, as Szlasto Paul, Mark to 

Barnabas, or ſuch as the Deacons were to the Biſhops , 

R and Presbyters, and the whole Church, And they are 

all called helps by an Hebraiſm in Greek, as the * Levites 

Clem. ad Gor. were called in the Fewiſh Church and Language, 

w-=T" - 0g. E227 mNVDBL help to the Prieſts, By Governments 

wu Awvin Are to be underſtood Governours, for inthe Helleniſti- 

xu#la. cal ſtile the abſtratt is often. put tor the concrete, ac- 

"FO cording to the cuſtom of the Zebrew,&r Syrzack tongues, 

eV, Z: 2. * , 

The Angel of and by Governours, are meant the Apoſtles and * Biſhops, 

- theChurch« * to whom the Gift of diſcerning Spirits ſeems to have 
Epps iscom- belonged- in a peculiar manner, becauſe the word 

trying them, KuCigrnzrs, . Which is here put for Government, 1s uſed by 

which faythey the Seprungint to render the Hebrew word Tachbuloth, 

2d arcenor, Which ſignifies diſcerning Wiſdom, Prudence, or Coun- 

{c], wherein the ſpirit of Government. doth _ 

us 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed 
Thus in the fir/# of Proverbs, v. 5. where we ſay, a.man 
of underſtanding ſhall attain unto wiſe counſel, the Septua- 
gint ſaith, 5 ronuor wEtpracry xlintlac, a man of underſtanding 
ſhaÞ attain unto Government. The like may be ſeen 


Prov. 11. 14. and 14.6. 
There were other Miraculous gifts under the New 


21 


Teſtament, which are not mentioned in this Chapter, 


#nd which though properly ſpeaking they did nor pro- 
ceed from the Holy Ghoſt, yet in a large ſenſe may be 
called ſpiritual gifts. Theſe were the voice from Heaven, 
which -the Fews called Bath-co!, and the appearance 


of Angels thoſe holy meſſengers of God, and Miniſtring 


Spirits, who ſometimes acted as Gods Vicegerents, and 
* aſſumed his perſon in ſpeaking to men. But though 
the Apoſtle take no notice of them here, becauſe they 
were not intrinſecal, and inherent gifts, yet I thought 
fit to mention them becauſe they were extraordinary, 
and. relate to ſome paſlages in the tollowing part of this 
diſcourſe. 


" Thus having given you an account of the number, 
and diverſities oftheſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, together 
with the difference of Miniſteries to which they belong'd, 
T proceed in the Third place to ſhew the reaſons, why 
they were given by God to the Primitive Churches,and 
not to the Churches of latter times. | 

Now this reaſon is to be taken from thewants and 
neceſſities of the Primitive Church , whoſe z»fant-/tate 
required, that God ſhould affiſt her with the Miracu- 
lous Gifts of the Spirit, till the Goſpel was ſufficiently 
Preach'd about the Empire ; the Scriptures of. the 
New Teſtament compleated ; the Temple-worſhip 
aboliſhed among the Fews ; Idolatry deſtroyed among 
the Gentiles, and both were united together under 
Chriſt into one Communion, or Catholick Church. It 


* Galat, 3.19. 
Hebr. 2. 2. 


had been impoſlible for God to bring to paſs all theſe-- 


ſtupen- 


k 
KI 


® 2 Cor. $.23. 
Phil. 2.25. 
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ſtupendous things in a way confiſtent with his own 
Wiſdom, and the freedom of humane nature, without 
making uſe of theſe, or other fitting means, as wonder- 
ful as theſe, to publiſh the Goſpel , and confirm the 
truth thereof, How ſhould the Jewiſh and Gentile 
world have believed without Apoſtles, and * Apoſtoli- 
cal Preachers, and hoiv ſhould the Apoſtles, and Evan- 
geliſts have preached , unleſs they had been inſpired® 
tor their Saviour left them like Orphans , or rather 
hke Scholars of the third Claſie, before he had revealed 


all the Goſpe! unto them, and therefore it was neceſ- 


fary for God to ſend his Spirit the Comforter to ſupply 
his place among them , to build upon the Foundation, 
which he had laid, and diſcover the word of Wiſdom 
inas ample manner unto them , as they were to Preach 
it about the world. And then becauſe they. were illi- 
terate men , that knew no Languages but their own, 
it wasrequiſite for him to give them, and their aſſiſtants 
the gift of range tongues , that they might freely con- 
verſe with men of all countries , and Provinces, and 
Preach the Goſpel through alltheworld. 

But then as the Spirit qualified them by infuſed Divi- 


. nity and Languages to preach : So was it requiſite for 


bim to confirm the Truth of their doQrine by Signs , 
and Wonders, as by giving them Power to filence Ora- 


| cles, and rebuke Magical ſpirits, to caſt out Devils, 
| Heal the Sick , raiſe the Dead, and demonſtrate his 


ſpecial Preſence in Chriſtian aſſemblies by ſending his 
Sptrit upon private men. and Idiots , and in particular 


; by enabling them to ſpeak in ftrange tongues, which 


by reaſon of the rapturous way in which they were 
mfpired, they could not interpret to the Congrega- 
tions, in wiuch they ſpoke. This manner of ſpeak- 
ing i2 unknown tongues is different from that , which 
I mentioned a little before. For: the former way of 
fpeaking was given to the Apoſtles, and. Evangeliſts , 

not 
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not ſo much for a ſign, as to enable them to inſtru fo- 
reign nations in the Faith and it was either a permanent 
gitr, or if it were not, it always came upon them in a 
calm and gentle manner, in ſo much that they weye per-, 
fe& maſters of their own underſtandings , and could 
freely converſe with the people, to whom they ſpoke. 

But the uſe of the latter was principally * $zx#a/, or 
Teſtimonial , like other miracles, and came upon the 
people, as well as the Miniſters, and that in fuch a rap- 
turous Enthufiaſtical manner, that though they under- 


® 1 Cor. 14422, 


ſtood their F own inſpirations , yet they were not able ' 097-144: 


to interpret them to the Church , and therefore to this 
gift was uſually annexed the more uſcfulygitt of interpre- 
ting tongues, of which I ſpoke before. 

All theſe Miracles are called the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, particularly , ZZeb. 2. 4. God the ſender of the 
Spirit is ſaid to have 4orn the Apoſtles witneſs, with figns, 
and wonders,and divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Hither we may alſo refer the word of Knowledge, or 
___ of Prophecy properly fo called, which of all the 
Unctions of the Holy Ghoſt was a particular figntothe 
Fews, that the Chriſtians were alſo the children of pro- 
miſe, upon whom the Spirit of Prophecy came. But 
then it was requiſite for them upon other accounts, be- 
cauſe the diſcovery of things ſecret, and remote, and 
the prediQtion of turture events was frequently neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the Chriſtians, and preventing 
of imminent danger to the Church, Thus Agabus fig- 
nifying by theSpirit,that there ſhould bea great dearth 


throughout all the worid, 2. e. all* Fadza rhe Diſci- * Haw, on 
ples at Antioch determined before-hand to iend relief 9% 24: 7: 


unto their Brethren in Fadea by the nands of Barnabas 
and Paul. Soan Angel was {ent to Pal to aflure him, 
that he ſhould be brought before Ceſar, and that God 
would fave all the lives in the ſhip for.his take. By 
which Revelation he was enabled both to — 
an 


® Enſch. Eccl. 
KM, L. 3.0.5. 
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and dire& the Sea-men , who had otherwiſe given up 
all indefpair. Hither I may allo refer the predi&tion of 
our Lord, Matth. 2.4. 15. and 16. verſes , which the be- 
leving Jews remembring, when Ga/lzs ſo providentiaily 
raiſed the ſiege of Jeruſalem, immediately went out of 
it, and fl-d to the Mountains, inſomuch that when 
Titas fore months after beſieged the City, there was 
not one Chriſtian in the * place. 

Furthermore the Spirit of Preaching, Praying, and 
Praiſing God by Inſpiration, or Prophecy improperly 


fo called, was requiſite for the ſtate of the Primitive 


. Chriſtian Church, for by this the Circumciſion was 

| -alſo:convinced} that God was no reſpetter of perſons, when 
_: Fehey ſaw to their aſtoniſhment , that on the Gentiles alſo 
' were poured out the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, This was 
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the reaſon why the Apoſtles did by Solemn Prayer, 
and Impoſition of hands confer theſe, and other gitts 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon Baptized Gentiles, to convince 
the Jews., that the Chriſtian Religion was to be Catho- 
lick, and that Chriſt was the Saviour of no leſs than the 
whole world. Furthermore they were neceſſary to con- 
firm the Faith , and warm the devotion of the Newly 
Converted Chriſtians, who were very apt through the 
deluſion of Hereticks, and-Satanical ſpirits to Apoſta- 
'tize, and renounce Chriſt, as likewiſe to convince the 
Jewiſh, and Gentile unbelievers, whom curioſity brought 
tothe Chriſtian aſſemblies, that God was in them, and 
among them for a truth. Laſtly, as S. + Clement ., who 
'was S. Paul's fellow-work-man , aſſures us in his firſt 
Epiſtle-to theſe Corinthians, who were 1o rich in ſpiritu- 
al gifrs, theſe and other gitts were ſent upon the people 
asdivine indications tothe Apoſtles, whom they ſhould 
.Ordain Biſhops, and Presbyters and Deacons for the 
Ciries and Countries which ſhould be converted to the 


Faith. - So the Apoſtles directed the Diſciples to- look 


out among, themſelves Seven men of honeſt report. 
| and 
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and full of the Holy Ghoſt whom they might-ordain 
Deacons. AndS. Paal in his firſt Epiſt;'to Timothy -4; 
14. charged him not to neglect the * gift of. the Prieſt- my, . 
- hood, which was given him by Prophecy,.and the Impo- #: 5c. 
ſition of his hands. And accordingly Exſehias out of 
Clemens Alexandrinus reports of S. Fohn, that he took 
men to ordain Biſhops of the 4/tatick Churches, my 87 
TVivuarE- oncaurauiver, from among thoſe who were fig- atv 
nalized-with ſpiritual gifts. - Agreeable to which 'F S.. 
Paul told their Predeceſlors, that the Holy Ghoſt had 
ſet them over the flock. 

Laſtly , Becauſe it was impoſſible to govern the 
Church more than. other Societies and Bodies politick 
without ſendible puniſhments, ' God ' endowed the Apo- 
ſtles, and their. Succeſſors with a power of inflicting 
ſupernatural diſeaſes, and death upon incorrigible oft- 
tenders:, while tor want of aſſiſtance from the Secular 
arm,:they had not powerto make penal laws for.them- 
ſelves. 'Þhis. ſupernatural power of inflicting corporal 
puniſhments, which uſually accompanied excommuni- 
cation, made the :4poffolical rod as terrible as the peſti- 
lence that walketh in darkneſs, and the deſtruttion that 
waſteth at noon day. For by it offenders were delivered up 
to,Satanto be tormented, poſſeſſed, and killed by him, 
-Who-isthe--F.ordinary executioner of Gods judgments. 
And jt-was 10;1nherent at that time in the Apoſtolical 
tun&on tor puniſhing of Scandals, and preſerving the _ 
.Unity.and Ordef.of the Church, that God was pleaſed 
to Jegond their treadful Cenfures. in their abſence, as 
well;as their preſence, as upon the i»ce/tuons Corinthian, 
whom this Apoſtle de/zvered up to Satan inan * Eccle- *:Gor:5. 3,45. 
ſiaſtical meeting at Corinth, although he was not there. 
And (ſuch a tender regard:had:Gqd tor the Order, and 
Diſtjpliae ef; the Church, that be: concurred with the , _ 
Apoſtlegin the execution of-this power, not only againſt is On 
thoſe who continued: obſtinately in Þ inceſt,* blaſphemy, = 7m. 2. 17. 
bury : - I heres 


Þ+ Fob 2. 6. 
1 Sam, 16.14. 
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herefies, and Tuch like fins, but againſt thoſe alfo, thar 

were prating malitious Schiſmaticks, oppoſers of the 
Biſhop, and diſturbers of the peace and order of the- 

Church. Such an one was Alexander the Copper-ſmith, 

and Dzotrephes inthe Church of Epheſus, whom S. John 

aſſured the Church he * would remember (2. e. cen- 

* 3. Epiſt. fave) when he came, for his evil deed. We cannot ima- 
ine that our Lord , who came not to deſtroy mens. 

ies but ſave them, would have given the Apoſtles ſuch 

a power over mens lives, but in order to ſuch a conſt- 

derable end. It was necefſfary, that they, their affiſtants, 

and Succeſſors the Biſhops ( who are likewiſe called 

» Theodor. * Apoſtles, z Cor. 8.23 . Gal. t. 19. Phil. 2.25: ) ſhould, 
a4 ©: deg be inveſted with this power to preſerve their Autho-- 
68's; Ea Tity as Governours, and thereby ſecure-the diſcipline 
owrs 'Am- and government of the Church-: which as ſuch is a- 
Bo And Cle Spiritual body politick conſiſting of Magiftrates,and Sub-- 
. £60 Biſhop of Jets, and fo ought to have its proper laws. Therefore 
Rome is cited Gggd, who-in his infinite wiſdom could not ereCt a Socie- 
under the #12- ty Without Governours,nor conſtitute. Governours.with- 
»ex: the 4- Out inveſting them with a ſufficient power of caſting, 
pe#le by Clem. contumacious tranſgreſſours ont of their Government, 
Strom, © thought fit in the Churches minority to execute judg- 
ment upon thoſe, whom they ejeed;. in which con-- 
currence, I conceive, conſiſted their mitaculous'power 

of inflicting ſupernatural diſeaſes, and death. A r 

more than m_—_ and greater than Ceſarcould ſhew, 

which made their Ecclefiaſtieal fabjeRts reverence their 

perſons, and dread their way ng Ar by conſequence 

ſhews, that it was put into their hands in that ex? ; 

as the Sword. is put into the hand of the: Secular i- 

ſtrate, that they might be” a terror to evil doers, and 

aller dlinic Spiritual government over the Church. This 

is plain fromthe ſtory of 4nqanias and Sapphira' whoſe 

ſudden miraculous death-was: a terror to the reft ( for as 

_ therext tells us, great fear came upon all —_—_ 

a 
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and plainly ſhews that the Church was not a mere volun- 


tary Society nor the Apoſtolical authority precarious, 
but the undoubted Ordinance of God. 


From all which I hope it is plain that the neceſſities of 

the Primitive Church were the reaſon, why God gave 
theſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to Her, and not to the 
| C_— _ mw And = fr G——_— aſſerted 

y the Apoltle in the 47h chap. of his Epiſt. to the® Ephe- +5, 5... 
þ Hog _=—_ after oo had Goken of p. ny” gifts, which —_—_— y 
our Saviour gave in different meaſures to the ſeveral Mi- it ... 
niſters of the Church, to the Apoſtles, Prophets, * Evan- 94; ww 
gelifts, | Paſtors, and Teachers, ſaith, that it was for the eiruar amr 
perfeting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for Ps —_— 
the edifying the body of Chriſt, ti they came in the unity of «ph;1. upon the 
the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a CR POL 
perfett man,unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of tugie; 5; 
Chriſt. From * whence it is evident, that as the Goſpel Telowne ; 
increaſed, and the Church grew.up, God, like a wiſe + A. = 
nurſe, weaned her by degrees from theſe miraculous #rowone— 
Hits, till at laſt having arrived at her full ſtature in _ TY 

Zhriſt, he left her, as Parents leave their children, when i Anno 
they are grown to be men , to ſubſift without extraor- voh7ae. 74. 
<dinary helps and ſupplies. And therefore as the Scriptures hn a 
mmecreaſed,God ceaſed by degrees to diſcover the doctrines Evax. , 
of the Goſpel by Infpiration ro the Miniſters of the 
Church, and by that time the writings of the New .Fe- 
ſtament were made up, and the Scripture-canon as it 
were Sealed, the Succeffors of the Apoſtles in the time + 4poþ0/orw- 
of Clemens, Polycarp, and Papias , (the Diſciples of S. rrevre: & 
Jobn) and of Jaſtin Martyr pretended to no other = of —— 
revelacion, or coming tothe knowledge of the Chriſtian ow /ibros, i 
| Religion, thanby thef word of God. —— ONO 
Andthenas the Goſpel began to be Preached in Latin, -uaiviſinr, 
and Greek, and native Romaws and Gr @ciaws were admit- * eng 
ted to be Miniſters of the Word, the Gift of cw 6 ele 

E 2 | whic 
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which was the firſt of the gifts of the Spirit, began to 

grow uſeleſs, and ceaſe. Till at laſt Churches being ga- 

thered in all Provinces of the Empire j andevery Nation 
| having Miniſters of its own, the Goſpel was Preached 
: without Inſpiration 1nall languages of the world. 

The gift of Prophecy properly fo: called continued 
ſomewhat longer in the Chureh , becauſe in theſe times. 
of danger, and perſecution, it was neceſſary for Chriſtians. 

*4.5:, (asI ſhewed betore) to be totewarned of future events. 

c.37 * Euſebius tells us; that:Quadrarus and F:Ammius. Phila- 

T => #55. delphenfis who livedinithe beginning of the Second Cen- 

3. tury together with the dayghter of Philip ( the Apoſtle) 

had the gift of foretelling things to come, and cites a 

paflage outof the dialogue of Faſtin Martyr with Trypho 

the = wherein he aſſerts that Prophecy was ftill to be: 

ſeen in the Church. JIrengus alſo 11b. 2. c. 57. reckons 

j; the Prophetical influx in Viſions, and predictions among 

_ the ſpiritual gifts, which he ſaith the Diſciples in that 

age received, 1n different .meaſures for the good of the 

Church. - Origen alſo in his Seventh Book againſt Ce/ſas 

mentions this: among other miraculous gifts which were 

| then extant. But though at that time the Prophetical 

* ro. ad Dore. (PLCIE Was {till in being, yet it was very. extraordinary, 
:=n.. . and ſoon after ceaſed altogether in the Church. _ : 

| ur contra We read of the power of raiſing;the-dead-:in the fore- 

* Chry/. Hom, Cited paiſlage of Irenzus who ſpeaking of his own: time 

:7.ins. ul. faith, And now the dead are raiſed, and have'lived among 

43m as many years..But the gift of healing, being/fo beneficial 

$.Bab.contr. to Mankind continued;longer. in the Church, (as ts-evi- 

Gentiles 4ug- dentout of *: Cyprian, and Þ Origen, but little or no-tmens 

rim, -p7h, Eipnis made ot.it after, till the latter end of theFourth, 

Hippen. Chryſ. and *beginning: of the ,Fifth.-Century , when God! was 

tom. 09: En- pleaſed to' work that and many. other * Miracles at: the 

. Egypt. Aug. tombs, and by the Reliques of: Martyrs, which were the 
{22. deciv.dei laſtyMiracles in the Church. ++ ey ES 


co V. lib. Fo 
retratF}.c,2.3. 


AS 
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As for Miracles (ſpecially ſo called) they alſo began 
to grow ſcarce about the latter end of the Second Cen- 
tury, after God had ſufficiently ſealed the truth. of the 
Goſpel by them , and in fpite of the powers of hell 
brought the world to embrace the Chriſtian Faith. But 
yet becauſe there ſtill remained an * Oracle now and « ,,y ga 
then tobe ſilenced, a Pythonitt to be exorciſed, a Ma- Oracles in 
gical ſpirit to be rebuked, or an inſulting and: blaſphe- 222 the 
mous: Demoniack- to be diſpoſieſſed., God continued Kr oeeg 
them upon theſe, and Þ ſuch like occaſions longer in the in he time of 
Church, and yet they too* ceaſed about the beginning yn —_—— 
of. the Fifth Century when F dolatry was almoſt quite Chry/. aes. Fd 


extinguiſhed, and when the Church built Her Faith not 9 7+. -on- 
| ; tra Gentiles, 

| on-preſent,but paſt Miracles,and her Zjeroms, Auguſtins, + as upon the 
and Chryſoſtoms like us were not inſpired , but ſtudied building of the 


-q Temple by the 
Divines. Jews in Juli- 

: ans time. N22. 
2. inveF, contra Julian. Marcell. lib. 22. * Aug.contra Manich, & de ver. relig, lib. 1. ve- 


rra#.c. 13. Þ El 3 atye ms Gn x vov eiat roras F louv SuumSeruoviay ndernry uhwes afet * 
A 3 a! , As . > # 3, Pf » A j $ 
F I eidurov waviay, pom wh) cvactbuaires x3 oMigas tpi. Chryſe de S. Babyls, 


Asfor the gift of Praying, and Preaching by the ſpirit, 
there is no-mention made of it in the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters, even where they enumerate the reſt of the Spiri- 
tual gifts. Unleſs * /renzus comprehend it under the rw + 1. 7 

| > x = . hiſt. 
gift of ſtrange tongues, with all ſorts of which, he faith, 1. 5. cap. 7. 
many of the brethren ſpoke in his time by the Holy 
Ghoſt. _ Neither need we wonder that there is no fur-- 
ther account 'to be found of it. out of the Apoſtles wri- 
tings, ſince the Chriſtians might learn what to pray 
for, and how out of the Scriptures , which are an ex- 
cellent rule of devotion, as well as Faith, and ſince that POOP 
gift wasalſo rendered: uſeleſs: by the F. carly general uſe On pots 
of Liturgies , | wherein. the. Church made Offices for View of the 
the Sacraments., for the Ordination of Bithops, Prieſts * Prevory. 
and Deacons, for the Catechumeni, the Penitents, and 
Poſſeſſed perſons., and Supplications and Prayers, an« 

| | Inter- 
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Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for all men , for 
Kings and all that were in Authority in a good and ac- 
ceptable manner through the name of the only Media- 
tor betwixt God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 


' Thus expired theſe miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
the actual communication and exercife of which the 
Apoſtle in the 7. wer. of this chap. calls the manifeſt ation 
of the Spirit, and faith, that they were given to every 
man Te »3 -oppicgy> for the benefit and advantage of 
the Church. Bur as the Church grew up from an in- 
fant to her full ſtature in Chriſt, ſo they grew uſeleſs, 
till at laſt ſome ſooner, ſome later, they were quite 
takenaway. This St. Paal, who could do all Miracles, 
foretald in the 1 3:b chap. of this Epiſt. wherein he ex- 
horts the Corinthians to covet the ſaving rather, than 
the miraculous Graces of the Spirit , becauſe theſe 
ſhould, but thoſe ſhould never fail. Charity y ( faith 
he) is a gift that never faileth, but ather gifts ſhall, for 
*$; enim Pro- Whether there be* Prophecies they ſhall tail, or whe- 
phetie, &1n- ther there be * tongues they ſhall ceaſe, or whether 
kb there be knowledpe it ſhall vaniſh away. For we know, 
nem fidei fide What we know by Revelation, but in part, and we 
undgac ea- Propheſic by inſpiration but in part, but when the 
ſuperfina 7e/z. pertedt knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, or the per- 
buntin pre= teQtſtate of the Church is come, then that which is 
fexti, 1axi- imperfect and obſcure ſhalt be done away. Even as 
future. Theoph. When T was a child I + ſpake as a child, I * underſtood 
| +Diirtiazays © 2 Child, T thought a conceived things as a child, 
:anquem ad but when T became a man, and to the full uſe of my 
linguas re- reaſon, I put away childiſh conceptions and things, For 
-—_ os. 1ow we fee Divine Revelations as the Prophers <1d of 
phetsas reforve Old, in a dark Enigmatical manner, and by Symbolical 
<avun i repreſentations. of things upon the fancy as inaglaſs, 
bur then in the adult of the Church, we hall 
them after the Moſaical manner ina more rational my 
. an 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 
and more accommodate to humane nature, as it were 
face to face. Now I know them imperfe&Hly, but then 
F ſhall know them clearly , evenas I am known. To 


conclude, there are three permanent gifts, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; bur the moſt excellenr of theſe is Charity. 


Having thus difcourſed Firſt of the kinds of Spiritual 
gifts, and Secondly of the number ,. and variety of that - 
miraculous ſort, which is underſtood im my text, and 
having in the Third place ſhewed the reaſons, which 
moved God to. give them to the Primitive Church, and 
not to the Churches of later times, I proceed in the 
laſt place to make ſome improvement of the whole 
diſcourſe. 

Firſt then I deſire you to refle& on the difference be- 
twixt the Saving, and Miraculous gitts of the Spirit , 
and then to conſider how much more excellent, and de- 
firable the former are, than the latter, and how much 
rather your onght to eovet theſe than thoſe, although 
they were extant yet in the Church. As for theſe they 
neither ſuppoſed any ſaving Grace in the gifted perſon, 
nor brought any along with them, nor drew any after 


them, but as *S. Chryſ. compares them to riches, ſo like +, @,.. - 


riches they tempted mento F Pride, Vanity, &: Contempt 
of their Governours, as alſo to* envy, and hate one 


another, ſo that this Apoſtle was fain to make uſe of ines yo 


the ſame Apologue, to allay the envy of ſome and the <; 
orief of other Corinthians ( who had none, or not fo , 
many, or not ſuch ſpiritual gifts, or not to ſuch a de» 
oree as others had) as Menentus Agrippa did to ap 
the Commons of Rome, by comparing the body politick. 
of the Church to the natural body ; which cannot be 
all head, hand, or eye, but hath ſeveral members ſome 
more honourable than the other, and all conſpire to the 
good of the whole. Nay fo inconfiderable are theſe, 
oifts inthemfelves, and fo unprofitable to any Chriſtian, 
| as. 
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* Reſponſ. a4 gs;to his main concern, that * like the' ſun and rain 
"29 (fa they were given to good and bad, and when they were 
7«ftin. Mart. glven.to a trulygood Chriſtian they could not ſecure 
$f.  hintin a ſtate of Grace, for they could not reſtrain theſe 
© Corinthians:from many grievous fins, with which the 
Apoſtle chargeth them, nor, as it appears from #75. 

6. 4, 5,6. verſes; keep others from a firfal Apoſtaſie from 

Chriſt. - This; I ſuppoſe, was the reaſon, why our Sa- 

viour, when his - Diſciples' returfied with joy , ſaying, 

| Lord, even the devils are ſubjet unto us in thy name, 'an- 
t ap | Wt ſwered them thus : + Rejoyce not in this that the devils 
- 7 57 ng are ſubjett unto you, but rather rejoyce that your names are 
written in the hook of life. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks this 

Apoſtle to the vain Corinthians, who valued themſelves 

*Avz.tra#.1z. 10) Much upon; the account” of 'their ſpiritual gifts: 
in Evang. Joh. * 'T hough, ſaith he, T could not only ſpeak with all the 
= j 6 Spry tongues of men, -but expreſs my thoughts like Angels, 
Cyprian.de and have not Charity, I ſhould be no better than a mu- 
ce unir. Ecetel: fical- inſtryment of braſs, ora tinkling Cymbal. And 
ore. & 4. though.T had. the gift'of | Propheſying , and underſtood 
niaexcluders, all Myſteries, and hadall* knowledge revealed unto me, 
& v92676 - andthough T had the higheſt degree of miraculous Faith, 
ris facere,ſab-, 10 that, as. our: Lord ſaid, I could remove mountains, 
Gmiurique, and yet had: no Charity with them, T ſhould be good 
ro pn pen tor nothing; -nor become in'the leaſt more acceptable 
zamrcnregnim to God, 'The:tongues' of men or Angels, to ſpeak in 


ST pM the Apoſtles phrafe, could have ſaid nothing more plain 


in his omnibus OF emphatical to ſhew ſhow much more excellent the 
— ſaving graces. of the.Spirit are, than the miraculous 


201, &c, 


gifts, which can neither render: us like God, nor quali- 
fie us for the enjoyment of him, and which gave no 
intrinſecal worth to the perſons, who formerly had 
them, nor made them more uſeful tor the Church, 
than acquired gifts, which are the ordinary means of 
Faith, and Repentance, makeus. Suppoſe thou knew- 
_ eſt the Goſpel, like the Apoſtles, by Inſpiration, _ 
then? 
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then ? another Miniſter, who knows it by reading and 
ſtudy is as capable: to ſerve the Church as thee : and be- 
ſides if thou art, like a vain Corinthian, ambitious of In- 
ſpiration, know that it will.add nothing to the reputati- 
on -of thy parts, for an ig{pired man is but the veſſel to 
the treaſure , the very. Inſtrument and Machine of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who can ordain ſtrength out of the mouths 
of babes and fucklings, and make a child, or an idiot, 
preach as well as thee. - ; 

_ - Or ſuppoſetthou hadſt the fpirit of Prophecy , what 
then ? The knowledge of things paſt being as excellent 
init ſelf, and generally morewuſetul to the world, than 
the knowledge. of things to come, the hiſtorian would 
have asmuch to boaſtot as thee. Nay hiſtorical know- 
ledge hath the adyantage above the Prophetical,not only 
in this, that it is more clear and diftin&,but that-1t ex- 
tends a great deal farther, 'for the greater face .of Fanus 
hath long beea ſet behind, to ſigniticunto us, .that the 
world is grown-old, and that many.more ages.are gone 
| than are to come. ;But it 1s an hanbur to:be.a Prophetof 
God? and it is a greater honour to bea Minifter ofthe 
Goſpel , the ſervant of Fe/us-Chrifſt ; but ifthon knew- 
eſt the burden and pangs of * Prophetical'viſions, and 


* Dax. 10. $. 
Gen. 15.12, 


Ezek. 3.14. 


the terror of Propheticalidreams, thou wauldeſt , like I. Ir 
Ak. 3. 2» 


Jerem. 23. 9: 


Jome of the greateſt Prophets of old , .defire:God to con- 
fer that honour.on ſome other man. - | 
But thou wouldeſt have the gift of healing, why ſo 2 
Is it that thou wouldſt take pleaſure in doing good ? for 
the ſame reaſon thou mayeſt wiſh, that all thy Fiſh- 
ponds were pools of Betheſda, or that thou hadſt all the 
riches of the world: but if thou haſt but Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, and loveſt thy neighbour, z.e. mankind, as well 
as thy ſelf, thou art as excellent a Chriſtian, and as ac- 
ceptableto God, as if thou wert an inſpired Aſcalapus, 
and hadft Curedall the Hoſpitals in the world. Or what 
if thou hadſt this wonderful beneficial gitt > Thou haſt 
F contri- 


ds >a 
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contributed nothing to the having of it, for the bones oF 
» Gervaſiur, © Eliſha, and of the * Milan Martyrs had that, as well 


Protaſius. Aug. 
lib. 2. de cicv. WS thee. 


dei c.8.retraf;, But perhaps thou haſt 'a mind to the gift of tongues ? 
*-©15 | What if thou hadſt it? an acquired Linguiſt would do 
the Church as much ſervice as thee, and would really 
have morereaſon to. boaſt of his learning, for God can 
make an Oracle of an Aſs, and Timber and ſtones ſpeak 
Latin, Hebrew, and Greek. 

But if thou couldſt do Miracles - what if thou couldſt - 
Hereticks have done them, and Fudas did'them, and yet 
was: the worſt of men, and many ſhall fay unto mein 
that day, Lord | Lord | have we not prophefied in thy 
wame, and in thy name done many wonderful worRs'> and 
then will T profeſs unto them, 7 never knew you ,» depart 
from me ye workers of iniquity. © 

But thou art a Miniſter,and wouldft fain preach by in- 
ſpiration, why ſo not out of Corinthian vanity, and 
oſtentation ; for then thou art a vain-glorious man; but 
becauſe thou haſt a-defire to convert -moxe ſouls ; but 
alas, thow art not ſare of that, for the words of this in- 
{pired Apoſtle were a ſtumbling-block unto the Fews, 
and a ſcandal to the Greeks,even the favour of death unto 
many, who heard him. /--And-the Souls of thouſands, 
. who heard inſpired Sermons from Chriſt,” 'and his Apo- 
{les,and ſaw them alſo work Miracles, lye roaring now 
1n the flames of hell. 

But to pray by the Spirit is a moſt deſirable gift ;. fo it 
would be indeed if thou like the Novice-converts of old 
knoweſt not how, nor what topray for as thou oughteſt. 
But thou canſt cry 44ba, Father , without inſpiration , 
and thou mayeſt make prayers, and. ſupplications, and 
interceſſions, and giving ot thanks for all men without 
inſpiration, which, if thou hadſt it, would not make 
thy prayers more excellent in themſelves, or more ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of God. For whoſoever = a 

evour. 


The Spirit of Enthufiaſm Exorciſed. 35 
devont Soul, and approaches God with that reverence, | 
which is due-to his infinite Majeſty, and heartily asks, | 
what he would obtain in rhe name of Fe/us. Chriſt, his 
conceived,nay his book devotion ſhall prevail as much at 
the Throne of Grace, as if it were inſpired. But in- 
ſpired prayers are a Teſtimony of God's love ? So gene- 
rally ſpeaking I believe they were, but ſo are croſles, 
and afflitions ( which immediately proceed not from 
our own ſinand folly) and yet thou art not deſirous of 
them, although they are ſigns of Adoption, or publick 
teſtimonials by which God hath declared to his 
Church, (which he never did of inſpired perſons) that 
* afflicted men are not Baſtards,but Sons. From all which * #4. 12.5,6, 
it appears how much more excellent, and deſirable the 7** 
faving Graces of the Spirit are, than all theſe pompous 
miraculous gifts, in which there is really no intrinſecal 
excellence, nothing why we ſhould deſire, or expect 
them further, than as they may be uſctul for the Church, 
inſtruments of Religion, and motives to Faith and Re- 
pentance in defe&t of ordinary means , and acquired 
gifts. All which ] would have thoſe eſpecially to con- * © (7nqui- 
ſider, whoſe Enthuſiaſtical tempers, or educations en- 37). dls 
cline them firſt to admire, and then to conceit theſe mi- predicaris fa- 
raculous gifts, till by inſenſible degrees they impoſe upon pk, yt 
their own imaginations , and commence within them- quiz dicere 
ſelves illuminated men. | neceſſaria fuiſe 
| Secondly , Tproceed to ſhew what little reaſons the £;,1,,7%. 
' Romiſh DoCtors have to make * miracles a ſign of the true dus ad hoc, ut 
Church. For Miracles were formerly wrought forTigns pats nw 
to confirmthe Authority of the Apoſtles,and their Aſli- 224, pes 
ſtants and Succeſlors, and to ſeal the truth of that new £19,» creder, 
doQrine which they were to, preach about the world. ,,7,",-: 
Therefore to ſuppoſe that the Church ſtands always in prodiginm, qui 
need of Miracles is to ſuppoſe herto be ſtill in a ſtate of 7% cream 
Minority, and her doctrine to be always a publiſhing to augup. d: _ 
the world, or elſe to ſuppoſe, that infinite wiſdom may #4 4. 22.c. 8. 


F 2 be- 


A = —2 


| or 
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become impertinent, and ſeal the ſame truths, ten thou- 
fand times over. Indeed, as they argue, in the Church 
of the Jews there were always miracles to be found, be- 
caufe their Theocratical Conſtitution of Church and 
State was miraculous, God as their King being obliged 
to make known his pleaſure in Civil and Military, as 
well as in Eccleſiaſtical .matters unto them by Yozces 
from Heaven, Oracles, and Prophecies ( as other Princes 
do by Proclamations , and meſſages) and-their Pro- 
phets were always.to work ſigns and wonders to prove 
the Truth of their miſſion, and ſometimes the certainty 
of what they foretold ſhould come to paſs. But then 
beſides the miracles, which belonged to the nature of 
their Theecratical Governinient, God wrought others 
for them, and among them, to render himſelt, and that 
particular Church more confpicuous in the eyes of the 


Gentile world. Hither we may refer their miraculous 


victories by fingle men, or armies, over their enemies, 
which God wrought, to convince them by ſenſible expe- 
riments of his Omnipotence, that of all the divinity 
of the Eaſtern world-he alone was the true God. But 
had the Law been publiſhed among all Nations, like the 
Golpel, and Judaiſm become the Univerſal Religion of 
the world, Miracles at length would have grown out 
of uſe, as indeed they grew very rare after the Fews were 
diſperſed among the Nations, andtheir Law was tran- 
flared into Greek, which at the time of the Tranſlation 


. was hecome the moſt general Language of the world. 


Thirdly , I proceed to ſhew you how unreaſonably 


| the Church of Rome hath ated in verifying the Fanatt- 


cal pretenſions of ſo many groſs Impoſtors and Enthu- 


' fraſts as ſhe hath done to. Inſpiration ; Prophecy ; Viſi= 


ons; Dreams; Familiar converſes with God, and the 


 glorified-perſon of our Saviour ;- working of wonders ;. 


Communion with Saints, and Angels ; Raptures , Im- 


Pulſes, and all other forts of Miraculous gitts, that we 


read. 
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read of in'the Primitive Church. Such as theſe were 
Dominic, Francis of Aſſize, Francis of Pole, Francis 
Xvertas, Ignatius the founder of the Jeſuits, Genvieve, 
Tirefra, Catherin of Siena, Brigit, and many more of 
both Sexes , whom ſhe hath not only Canonized for 
Saints,-but to the great ſcandal of th? Ciriſtian Re- 
ligion hath incorporated Religious Societies of men and 
women to live according to their pretended inſpired 
rules. For which not only the Common people,” and 
the Brethren , and Siſters of the Orders , but their 
Learned DoCtors pretend to have as great, { and, it 
_—_—_ a greater ) veneration , than for the Goſpel 
it 1Ell. | 

Fourthly, I proceed to ſhew you what a fandy foun- ' 
dation the Popes Infallibility is grounded upon. Forjr 
muſt be reſolved into this Enthuſiaſtical principle of 
immediate Inſpiration, which according to the do- 

Qrine I have now Preached, neither he, nor any othgr 
Biſhop, or Presbyter of the Church, hath warrant from 
the Sms to pray for, or expect. I fay it isa moſt 
dangerous, and Fanatical pretenſion , which is ſo far 
from having any ground in Scripture, that it makes it a 
moſt imperfe& and uſeleſs rule of Faith, deſtroys the 
certainty of the Chriſtian belief, which was fixed above 
Sixteen hundred years ago, and inſtead of being a 
means of ending controverſies, as Papiſts pretend, it 
intyoduces everlaſting Scepticiſm into all the parts of 
Divinity , by making truth , or falſhood, good, and * 
evil, light, and darkneſs, ſweet, and bitter , nay what 
thall I ; ? by making right and wrong, God and Be- 
tial, Chrift and Anti-chriſt depend upon the breath of 
a ſingle man. 

In the Fifth place, let me ſhew you what a dangerous, 
damnable , and precarious principle that is , which *George Xeirhs: 
 Fafferts, that immediate Revelation, or Inſpiration is '=meviate Rey 
Rot ceaſed, but is a ſtanding , and perpetual gift = bore 


the 
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the Church of Chriſt, belonging to the vury ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel-Covenant, and of indiſpeni«5!: neceſſity 
to the whole body , and every member thcreof, And 
that this ſpirit of immediate Revelation or Spiritual 
light, is not, like the Spirits in Primitive times, to be 

*parclaysThe. FLYEd by the ® Scriptures , and reaſon, but that both 

fer, or Apole- Of them are to be tryed by it. This dofrine differs 

&« Theolg. from the preceding only in this, that, that makes only 

| the Biſhop of Rome, but this makes every private Chri- 

ſtian a Pope, andas itutterly overthrows the Authori- 

ty of the Scriptures, and makes them an uſeleſs rule of 

Faith : So hath it already cajhiered the uſe of the Sa- 

craments, and annulled the Miniſterial Orders, contrary 

tothe Precepts and Precedents of the Goſpel, and the 

practice of Gods Univerſal Church. And when time 

thall ſerve, it can as effeQtually convert .the Profeſſors 

of it into down-right Popery conſiſtently with their 

own principles, tor they have nothing more to do, 

| than to fay that the Spirit hath told them that the 

Church of Rome is the only true Church, and that ſupra 

hanc Petram belongs to the Pope. As this dodtrine was 

208 firſt privately ſowed among us by F Popiſh Emiſlaries, 

Fire-brands, 10 hath it been publiſhed in our and other countries by 

| p4g.15, &:c. thoſe, who were Papiſts, as by Robert Barclay, who was 

| Erinted, 1689. bred in the Scottiſh Covent at Pari, and Lablade a Jeſuit 
defrocquet. | 

In the next place to mention will be ſufficient togon-. 

 fute the P/eudo-Prophetical Spirits of this age, ſuch as 

| Nayler, Yenner, and Mugg/eton, with his companion 

Reeve, who call themſclves the Lords Two laſt Wit- 

neſles, and Prophets, and have framed many traQs, 

and letters from Jeſus, and the Holy Spirit, a colleRi- 

on of which may be had in Print. I deny not, but 

that God is free to ſend Prophets when he pleaſes, and 

that he may do fo, when the exigence of the Church 

doth require it ; but then whenſoever he iznds them , 


he 
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he will, as he hath always done, ſend them with the - 
power of working Signs and wonders , and whenſo- 
ever they ſhall come, we ſhall have a right to try them 
by the Scriptures, as a 7e/7. But for theſe, and the 
German Prophets, who pretended to Inſpiration, and 
Prophecy without ſigns ; to voices from Heaven,which 
none heard; and ſtrange Apparitions , which none ſaw 
but themſelves ; and who Preached other doctrines, than 
what the Apoſtle had Preached , they were Enthufiaſts, 
or Impoſtors, or a compoſition of both, and had they firſt 
appeared in the Church of Rowe, his ZZolineſs had likely 
careſſed them for great Saints and Prophets , offered 
them the compliment of a new Orzer , and fo have 
obliged them, as he hath done many more by the fame 
arts, to devote themſelves to his ſervice, and declare him 
to be YVice-Deus, Fice-Chriſtus, a God upon earth , the 
Sovereign both of Angels and men. 
In the next place let me obſerve unto you, that 
among all the mraculous gifts of the Spirit recited either 
in this Chapter, or any other place of the Goſpel, there is 
no mention made of Heroical impulſe, by which men 
were ſometimes irreſiſtably moved from theSpirit,under 
the Jewiſh Qeconomy to execute judgment in an extra- 
judicial manner upon the enemies of God. For God 
being the * Political King, and Legiſlator of the Fews, * 1Þ. 33. 22. 
did :5 other abſolute Monarchs do, in ſome ſpecial exi- ; men 
gencies ſend men with extraordinary ſupra-legal com- 3.40.1 ciro- 
miſſions to do preſent execution upon great and dange- 25. 11- 
rous oftencicrs without ſtaying for the ordinary proceſs 
by. Law. Bur our Saviour, one end of whoſe coming 
was to put an + end to the Fewiſh Occonomy , and t #242: 14- 
Wi c.ume not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, gave pn avi pie 
no ſuc} gifts unto men. No, there is to be no fire from 
Heaven, nor no Phinehaſes under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, Accordingly the firſt Apoſtolical ages of wonder 
were utterly ignorant of k:/ing impulſe and zeal, vo 
I co 
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\ I could not but obſerve to the utter deteſtation of Chri- 
[trans Aſſaſſins,the Clements, and Ravilliacs on one hand, 

* Enoxeriſto- and the * Melvils, and Mitchels on the other. 
> vious, and - To proceed, Let us a little more particularly refle& 
the hiſtory of, upon that blaſphemous doQtrine of the Quakers ( now 
-— = "Ol | by the induſtry of the Emiſlaries no contemptible Se&) 
of St. A»- Concerning a Spiritual miniſtery, and ſpiritual worſhip, 
arews his mur- whereby they pretend that the Holy Ghoſt now comes 


der in the 


Pirit ofPopery, COWN UPON their Aſſemblies, as it did in the Apoſtles 
ſpirit of Popery. ©. SW 
time, and moves them to preach and pray by inſpira- 
. tion without any regard to condition, or Sex. Hence 
when they meet together they ſit hanging their heads 
in a ſilent dumb manner, till the Spirit, as they pre- 
. tend, ſhall move ſome body, it is indifferent be it man 
or woman, to preach or pray. Accordingly they call 
their Preaching, Propheſying, and precarioully fay that 
they have the Sp:r:t of Adoption, by which they call God 
Father , and that the Spirit in the inſpired Miniſter 
 maketh Interceſſon for themwith unutterable groans.That 
. they groan ſufficiently, wegrant, for ſometimes in their 
meetings they do nothing elſe ; but if their groaning, 
or vocal devotions be from the Spirit, how comes it to 
paſs, that the Spirit never moves them, as it didn the 
Apoſtles days, to Pray and Propheſie in unknown 
.tongues? When we ſhall fee in their Aſſemblies, asthe 
unbelieving Fews and Gemtzles did in the Primitive 
Chriſtian meetings, that they :have the gift of tongues, 
and the gift of interpreting thereof ; when together 
with the gitt of tongues , we ſhall ſee that they have, 
as the Chriſtians had, all the other miraculous gilts ; 
when we ſhall ſee that they ſhew:themſelves to be Pro- 
phets, and Spiritual in receiving what this Apoſtle hath 
written { 1n particular, that a woman ſhould not ſpeak in 
the Church ) as the Commandments of God , and laſtly, 
when with all this-they ſhall preach no other doQrine, 
than what the Apoſtle hath preached, and the Catho- 


lick 
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liek Church received, then we will believe, if they be 
lawfully baptized, that zz 7s the ſpirit which i ſpeaking in 
them, and that God is in them and among them of a truth, 
but till then we muſt believe them all to 'be Impoſtors, 
or Enthuſiaſts, and blaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Therefore in the next place let us conſider, what an 
horrible fin it is to counterfeit any of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt , in particular the/ſp#rit* of Praying and 
Preacbing, which, with the gif#: of 'Fazth as. it is taken 
for 7nſpired courage and boldneſs, is moſt eaſie tobecoun- 
terfeited of all the ſpiritual gifts. But firſt let us make 
ſame reflection on the pretenders to the,/pirit of praying 
and: preaching , under whom I comprehend 'not' only 
thoſe whom'I, mentioned above, but' another ſort of 
ſpiritual juglers, who when they are aſhamed to talk, 
like the loweſt form of Enthufiaſts, in a plain Fanati- 
cal ſtrain, and ſo apparently blaſpheme the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet:jnvent ſuch uncouth ambiguous: terms tn Divinity, 
and fo artificially contrive'the ſtyk and phraſe of their 
religious diſcourſes; as'to.beget an opinion in their fol- 
lowers, that they pray and preach by- inſpiration, and 
ſo beſides the.diſhonour they refle& on the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Holy Ghoſt, maintain- the Schiſms 
which-they have made, under the colour of more ſpiri- 
tual ordinances and worſhip, and facrilegiouſly uſurp 
that ſpecifick veneration to themſelves , which was 
wont to be given to inſpired men. One equivocal 
phraſe which 1s commonly in the mouths and writings 
of theſe Santimonious men 1s the Spirit of preaching, 
and the Spirit of prayer, which, thougtrby an Hebraiſm 
in Ezgliſh, they ought now to ſignifie no more than the 
Skill, or habit of praying, and preaching , yet theſe 
Sophiſters and uſurpers ( for ſo moſt of them are) of 
our Holy Profeſſion ſo uſe them, that the deluded people 
generally take them in a more obvious ſenſe for praying 
and preaching by immediate inſpiration-from the Holy 

| | Ghoſt, 


ar 


42 The Spirit of Enthuftaſe Exorciſed. | 
Ghoſt. To this purpoſethey: talk much of the i»-come 
 Igs,, Ot-lettings , andin-dmelings of the Spirit, and 
; have. canght their diſciples to-6bjze&, that 10. pray, by 2 
| farm doth (tint the: Spirit, and by theſe, and-other like 
' phraſes, whereof fore may be found: in Ruther for ds 
| {erters, and the writings of the Zxdependents, not to 
ay os 2Gy-more, they have made their followers take 
it. tor granted, that .extemporary prayers, eſpecially as 
they. are ſpoken, and ated by them, are the effect of 
inſpuation ,” and by. coaſequence , - that themſelves 
are immediately infpired.* This error concerning the 

_ extemporaty. ſpixit of Prayer hath been the cauſe of 
*concil-Mileve much.” milghieftotheChurch, and of mugh difhonouy 
icy oh we to the name-of God. It hath cauſed men to have a mean 

probate opinion of Forms, although our Saviour not only taught 

Jun; 6. bis Diſciples: to pray by.a form, but proper by a form 

”  celebrentur,ne: Wien he hagg'd: upon the.crofs. It hath made thent 
elicomnind- ree6t all Lirurgies, and: Liturgycal affces, contrary te 
ch, ne for the, practice. of Gods Univerſal Church; nay it« hath 
«liquid contrs made theſe Spiritual: Mountebanks not only dif-uſe' the 
fem vet? Lords Prayer it; ſelf, bur forbid the uſe of it as Super- 
vel per minus {hitious, Idolatrous, and:f a Papiſtical charm. - By-this 
fudium fit eu) aghiek theſe kingdoms have been led into the 


compoſitum. 


See allo Con. ; #unatural Schiſm and Rebellion that ever: was , 
 Certh. 3.c.23.: not tÞ mention the:later Murders, Rebellions, and Cove- 
' F SeeD. Owens ts, Which the- Separatiſts from. our Siſter Church 
. haye;committed, raiſed and carried: on. by the help of 
this, deluſion. ; and they may Preach , -and- Pray the 
people to what they pleaſe, as long as they hold them 
captive under this error, which is not only inconſiſtent 

with what I have now delivered concerning the gifts of 

the Holy,Ghoſt, but contrary to the practice of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and it may: be confuted, would people 

but reflect, by the example of the Phariſees among the 

"=XD if fon Fews ; and the flagitious lives of many Chriſtians, as of 
| Entutatin, * Baſilides.the blondy Tyrant of Muſcovy, the late Zur - 


F +4 
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per of theſe Three Kingdoms, the Fornder of the Feſyits, 
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Labbade, Major * Weer, and Captain' Yearer, who of.* in Ravil. 


Pray by the Spirit, were in this ſenſe the moſt power- 
ful, and eloquent, for they had words and tears, and /ighs 
at command, and ſo bewitched the people by their rap- 
turous ſpiritual-like devotions, as to paſs for men extra- 
ordinarily inſpired. | 
Which brings me to reflet on the arrogance and 
preſumption of ſome ſort of Mini/ters, who warranting 
themſelves from the promiſes which God made of 
his ſpecial preſence to the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
the ſpirit of ſupernatural courage and confidence, . which 


reſted upon them by virtue thereof, 'have treated Rings 


and Princes witha counterfeit fort of Prophetical bo 


neſs, as if God, as he ſpoke to the Prophet Ezekzel, had 


hardned their foreheads like flint or Adamant,orhad made 


them, as he told Feremiah he would make him, like an 


Tron-pillar, and brazen wall againſt the whole land, both 
againſt King and Prieſts, and Princes, and people. Hence 
with incomparable rudeneſs, and infolence, they have 
contrary to all rules of Chriſtian Charity libelled and 
upbraided inſtead of humbly reproving their King, and 
allunder the pretence of preaching the word with boldneſs, 
andas if God had ſent them on purpoſe, as he ſent Na- 
than to David, Moſes to Pharaoh, or Elijah to Ahab,&c. 
they havecalled Proteſtant Princes Perſecutors, /dolaters, 
and Feroboams-to their faces, and told them that God 
would deſtroy them and their houſe. Nay they have 
preſumed in Gods name to lay cv?! ?njunt:ons,and pro- 
hibitions upon them and their Courts of Juſtice , and 
when the Magiſtrate: hath commanded the people to do 
one thing, they have charged them to do another. With 


the like counterfeit ſpirit of Apoſtolical boldneſs, but 


of real unchriſtian impudence and railing , they have 
ſpoken evil of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical diguztzes to the 
G63 great 


all Enthuſiaſts , or Impoſtors that ever pretended to '***: 
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great diſhonour of God, and his Prophets, and Apoſtles; 
ho never ſpoke nor ated any thing by virtue of any 
' ſpecial miſſton,and the ſpirit of courage which didattend 
them in it, but what was conſiſtent with gentleneſs, 
moderation, humanity, duty, and love. 

- In the laſt place give me leave to ſhew you, how much 
ſome Authors have -injured the Chriſtian Religion, and 
abuſed the unlearned part of the world, who writing 
the lives of ſome modern Exthufraſtical Divines have re- 
preſented them as endowed with moſt of theſe wonder- 
ful Spiritual gifts. Thoſe, who defire to be ſatisfied in 

this particular, may conſult the life of Dr. Samue! Win- 
* lathe 9.p. 77, © Provolt in the late times ot 7rim. Coll. by Dublin, 
of the pref: the and what 15 written of old'Mr. +F.Welſh, and other Sco#- 
Author faith zz Miniſters, In the fulfilling of the Scripture, printed 
that he ſaw the * ; <P 

sky open, ang £009. From whence, not to mention *other-examples, 
kearda voice It will appear, that unleſs God in mercy rebuke that 


which aid to = - : ; 
Pim chat nes. OP1TIt Of Enthuſiaſm ,- which, is gone out: amongſt us 


ther he, nor bis 1N theſe Three . Kingdoms, we may have-as man 
ſhouldever Legends from ſome fort.of Protcſtants, as we have for- 


| TS. merly . had from the Church of Rome. 


for his ſon | 


went a begging, ſee p. 41. of the book. In the 10,pag. God aſſured him that he ſhould have a ſafe. 
vVoyageinto Ireland, and convert many ſouls there, ſee p. 41. Once when he prayed for a ſick 
perſon in another land, he had an affurance of the parties recovery, by an aud:ble voice, anda” 
glorious brightneſs which ſhined round about him, ;#, When he was a School-boy, God ( he. 
thought) affured him by a vocal anſwer that he heard his prayer,p.z. When he was very ſick he 
aſlured his wife, that he ſhould not dye,becauſe God h1d not fulfilled s certain promiſe which he 
made to him, p.4. He converſed with Angels in a dream, and had ſhewed unto him theexceeding 
weight of glory which is Iaidup in heaven for Gods choſen ones, p.17. He lay a. whole-day in an 
heavenly r2»ture, anddefired his wife, a Miniſter, and other friends to tell him,whether he were. 
in the bo1y,or 9::t of the body, for he could not tell, p.24. Before be-prayed with Coll.” Fones his 
wife when ſhe was ſick, he asked her whether fe had faith to be healed ? and when he had done: 
praying he aſſuredher ſhe ſhould live, p. 44. His hearexs could tell by his prayers for fick perſons, 
whether they ſhould recoyer or not, p. 47.48: he knew the ſame himlclf, p, 50. when his wife 
lay under a temptation to turn Anabaptift, God afſured him by prayer, that he ſhould be quickly 
fatisfied from heaven,p.s:. Mrs. Winters Siſters husband lying very lick at London, ſhe ſent to the 
Dr. at Dublin to pray for him, but before he could be perſwaded to pray, he retired privately to. 
know of God if he were yet aliveand after prayer aſſured the compiny,that he ſhould recover,p.52. 
53. Once praying in imitation of Abrahams interceilion for Sodorn, as he kneeled againit a poſt 
in the room, he ſaw a great ſtinine light about hin, and perfely h:ard a woice ſaying,The Nations 
ſhall be pared for ten thouſwd righteous ſake,p.56, He uſd to pray for things, and have _ 
; wer 
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ſer before he roſe from his knees, and immediately give thanks thereupon,p. 56. He often heard 
voices, when none heard them but himſelf, according to As 22. 9. p. 57. | 

+ Whom that Author calls the m1an of God, and faith that Mr. Rutherford called him the hea- 
venly Prophetical and Apsſtolical man-of God. He ſtruck a man dead upon the place, as S. Peter 
did nanias and Saphira with a word, p. 252. He told one Fohn Steward of Aire, who came 
to viſit him in priſon, that the-Plague of God ' was broken our in that place, and bid him haſten 
home, and cauſe Hugh Kennedy Provoſt of that town, to convene the people inthe ſtreets, and: 
pray together, and the Lord ſhould hear Hugh Kennedy and remove that ſtroke. Which ( faith 
he) fell out in every thing as the man of God had foretold, 35. At the ſiege of St. Zane de Angels 
he defired the Cannonier to diſcharge ſuch a piece of Cannon, aſſuring him, that God ſhould. 
dire& the ſhor, p. 254. He aſtoniſhed the King of France witha few words, and made him fay,,.. 


Surely, this is a man of God,p. 255. * 
"*® See the' life and death of Mary Symſon of Norwich by John Collins, 1649. 


There are other excellent uſes, which might be made 
of what I have ſaid upon this ſubje&. 1. Concerning the 
greatneſs of the Apoſtolical, or Epiſcopal power, as we 
find it exerciſed by this Apoſtle over thoſe, who were 
infpired. For by virtue of that Eccleſiaſtical Authority, : - 
which he and the other Apoſtles received from Chriſt, jb | 
and derived upon their Succeſlors the Biſhops, he ſilenced thar the'sp:r:r, 
the Propheteſſes, regulated the ſpeaking of the Prophets, popery” - 
commanded that'not above two or three inſpired linguiſts tinted, li- 
ſhould ſpeak at one meeting, and that not all together, mited, and 
but every one in his turn. But if there happened to be OT 
no Interpreter, then that they ſhould all keep filence'in 
the Congregation, and only ſpeak mentally to them- 
ſelves. - Ina word he commanded that all things ſhould 
be done decently, regularly, and. according to his ap- 
pointment. He reproved them for coveting the gift of 
tongues, and told them plainly, that if any man thought 
hmaſelt a Prophet, or any other ways inſpired, he ſhould 
ſhew himſelt to be ſuch in receiving his orders, as the 
commandments of God. 

Secondly, Concerning the uſefulneſs of humane 
learning, and the neceſſity of erefting Schools, and 
Univerlittes for the teaching thereot. For the Chriitian 
Religion cannot be ſupported againſt itsadverfaries with- 
out humane learning 7»/pired or acquired: And therefore 


as the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical preachers died, God 
| ſup- 
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ſupplied their mortality , by calling Philoſophers, and 
other Learned mento the rational defence of the Goſpel 
againſt Fews, Heathens and Hereticks, whom the tor- 
mer had redargued nor ſo' much by words of mans wiſ- 

*Theſt ſchools #01, as by the demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of power. 
of Prophetical Nay among the Jews themſelves there were * Schools 
Education | of the Prophets, in which as the Fewiſh writers agree, 
in Remnh, the youth were trained up by ſtudy and diſcipline for 
—- 19, the reception of the Prophetical Spirit , which accor- 
any | ray ding to Maimonides, whom the Jews call the ſecond Mo- 
22.14.2tBethel ſes, rarely came but upon perſons ſo qualified and pre-. 
—_ 'e%, pared. And I dare boldly fay were it not for the rwo 
4,5. and at Schools of the Prophets in our Iſrael , that the Nation 
Gi{ga!, 2 Kingr would ſoon be overrun with ignorance, and Religion 
4+ 38. . . Ns 7" He 
quite bora down with Popery , and other monſtrous 
Sefts among us, which have increaſed. with the ſame 
proportion, that humane learning hath been decried, and 
the Two Dniverſities diſ-uſed. - 
Thirdly, Concerning the gooanefs and wiſdom of . 
God : his goodneſs in ſending his Spirit with miraculous 
gifts to ſupply the neceſlities of his iniant Church, and 
his wi/ders in taking, away theſe extraordinary means , 
when ordinary means were to be had. But I havebeen 
too tedious already. God grant that what I have now 
delivered ſo plainly on this ſubjet, may conduce to 
make us all have right and worthy apprehenſions of the 
Chriſtian Religion , which however it hath ſuffered by 
ſome meas Enthuſiaſtical Notions, and zeal, yet inge- 
nuous and teachable fouls ( and ſuch there are among 
the moſt erroneous Sefts ) will eaſily diſcern from the 
frame and ter.our of this diſcourſe, that, as it was de-_ 
ſigned by its bleſſed founder, fo it really, is the moſt ra- 
tional, ſober, and regular Inſtitution that he could: have 
given to the ſons of men. 


F-IME. 
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